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SIXTH REPORT 

OF THE 

COMMISSIONERS OF THE IRISH FISHERIES, 
(Commencing the 6th April l 824, and ending the 5th April 1 825.) 




TO THE HONOURABLE THE KNIGHTS, CITIZENS AND BURGESSES 
IN PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED 

TN their Report of last season, the Commissioners gave a short sketch 
of the different projects which seemed to them best calculated to 
give effect to that section of the 59th of the late King, c. 109, which 
places at their disposal the annual sum of £. 5,000 for the promotion of 
the Coast Fisheries of Ireland. 

Amongst the measures most likely to advance this object were the 
construction of small Piers, Quays, and safety Harbours, the building 
of Hookers, Smacks, and small Boats, suitable to the Fisheries of the 
different districts, the repairs of poor Fishermens Boats, and the pro- 
motion of small Fishing Companies, so as to give an impulse to more 
important establishments of this nature. 

On the first head, (the erection of small Piers, &c.) the Commis- 
sioners beg to observe that some of those works have been since com- 
pleted, and others in progress, but the difficulty of procuring the 
necessary contributions from those whose private interests must be 
promoted by their erection, has tended in some measure to retard the 
progress of similar works, which, if executed, must prove of equal 
Utility to the Coast Fisheries of Ireland. 

On the next head, (the building of Hookers, Smacks, &c.) proceed- 
ings for carrying this measure into effect have been taken, and the 
project seems to promise very satisfactory results. As there is however 
a material difference in the principles laid down for the application of 
the funds allocated to the Hooker and Smack building, the Commis- 
sioners beg leave to enter somewhat into the detail of the arrangements 
decided on for their construction and ultimate application. 

The arrangement laid down for the building of Hookers, (a species 
of boat peculiarly adapted to the Southern Fisheries) was a grant of 
one-fourth their estimated cost to such adventurers as were disposed to 
build the same, conformable to an approved plan, and to supply the 
remaining three-fourths from their own private means. 
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The arrangement for the Smack and Small Boat building was formed 
exclusively on the principle of loan, repayable by instalments at stated 
times, so as that the whole may be liquidated at the expiration of a 
certain period, when the boat will become the property of the fisherman. 
In the meantime, the proceeds of each instalment are to be applied to 
similar uses, thereby adding annually to the number of boats, and 
consequently multiplying the means of employment and food. 

On the third head (the repairs of poor Fishermens Boats), the 
Commissioners beg to observe that loan funds for this desirable object 
have been established in many of the maritime counties, and essential 
benefits experienced from them in those quarters where local difficulties 
have not tended to impede their prompt operation. Those difficulties 
are however every day diminishing, and as the principle on which this 
species of aid is given renders repayment by easy instalments absolutely 
necessary, the benefits arising from such loan funds become thereby 
perpetuated. 

With respect to the fourth head (the encouragement of small Fishing 
Companies ), the Commissioners entertain sanguine hopes that the spe- 
culative spirit of the times will tend to the establishment of Fishing 
Companies on a more extended scale than was originally contemplated 
by them. By such associations, the productive Fishing Banks which 
surround the coasts of Ireland may be fairly tried ; but which, from 
•want of capital and suitable craft, have hitherto been but imperfectly 
ascertained, and only casually visited. 

The Commissioners have to state with much regret the diminution 
which has taken place in the White Fishery of the last year (particu- 
larly on the southern coast), and without any apparent cause, save the 
uncertainty which must ever attend the return of such fish as periodi- 
cally visit the coasts of this country. The success, however, of the pre- 
ceding years, justifies the hope of a more abundant Fishery next season ; 
and the Commissioners expect that the measures they have adopted for 
the encouragement of the Hooker and Smack building, will tend mate- 
rially to render the Hake Fishery (the chief Fishery of the south) a more 
productive source of industry than heretofore. It is, however, with 
unfeigned satisfaction the Commissioners have to state the gradual 
increase in the Flerring Fishery of this season ; the excess over last 
season amounts to 13,776' barrels. 

With respect to the Coast Survey adverted to in former Reports, 
much additional progress has been made, and a good deal of interesting 
information obtained as to the Fishing Banks along the Western Coast. 
The Board have, however, directed a suspension of its further prosecu- 
tion for the present, until they shall have given a due portion of atten- 
tion to the information it contains and the suggestions held out in it. 

Although the regulations adopted by the Board for the peaceable and 
legal prosecution of the Fisheries have tended much to the attainment 
of that object, yet a spirit of outrage will at times break out and call 
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for the interference of the powers vested in the Commissioners under 
the Act of the 5Pth of the late King, c. 109. Were it not for the occa- 
sional exercise of those powers, that vast and productive Fishery, which 
periodically occurs on the Western Coast of Ireland, would be rendered of 
little moment, by the turbulent spirit which, prior to the formation of this 
Establishment, had nearly destroyed the once flourishing Fisheries of the 
Bay of Galway. A similar spirit had lately evinced itself in the south, 
at Dungarvan, and would have probably produced the most serious con- 
sequences, were it not for the timely interference of the Board, aided 
by the local Magistracy of the place, and the very judicious conduct of 
Mr. Barry, the Inspector-General of Fisheries for the Southern Province, 
whom the Board found it necessary to send there for that especial pur- 
pose. In order to enforce their regulations for the protection of the 
Southern Fisheries, the Commissioners were compelled to hire the ser- 
vices of a small-decked boat for the better portion of the summer, and 
found the measure of great benefit in maintaining order, and preventing- 
illegal and destructive modes of fishing. 

The Commissioners have much satisfaction in perceiving the improve- 
ment which has taken place in the Fisheries of some parts of the coast, 
where the Districts (originally too extensive) have been divided, and 
the duties of the officer confined to a reasonable extent of shore, more 
immediately within the scope of his powers to manage. The following 
extract of a letter from the Lord Bishop of Killala will prove satisfac- 
tory on this head : “ When in Dublin, you were pleased to furnish me 
“ with all the papers necessary to explain to the people here (Killala), 
“ the encouragements given to the Fisheries and the regulations to be 
“ observed. On my return to Killala, I made the undertaking a sub- 
“ ject of conversation with the gentlemen of my neighbourhood, had 
“ the papers sent from house to house, that all might read them, and 
“ then to the merchants of this town. The people also, who go out 
“ in the boats, had full information. The efficient officer of the Board 
“ has duly attended, and the consequence has been such as must prove 
“ satisfactory to them — to me it is very gratifying. I am also assured 
“ by many, that more herrings have been taken this year than in the 
“ twenty years preceding ; that besides the local supply, abundance 
“ was sent into the interior of the country, many miles distant; and 
“ by the return of your officer, it will be seen that a large quantity of 
££ well-saved fish is in casks ready for exportation. Such a thought 
“ never occurred to the people here before, and this is their first attempt. 
££ I contemplate with pleasure the probability of its leading to a far 
££ more extended Fishery, when the proper vessels for the deep sea 
££ and tackle shall be acquired. Certainly, a multitude of people has 
££ been greatly benefited by what has been done, &c. &c.” 

The Commissioners observe with much pleasure a further increase 
in the number of men engaged in the Irish Fisheries, as taken from 
the local officers customary returns to the 5th April last. The gross 
385. B number 
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number stated in the Report of their last year's proceedings (season 
1823), was 49,448. The number given in the present Report (see 
Appendix, No. 12.) is 52,482 being an increase of 3,034 men. 



The Commissioners have ordered to be hereunto annexed, the usual 
annual Returns, which they respectfully submit. 

(signed) JOHN ORMSBY VANDELEUR. 

VAL. O’CONNOR. 

GEORGE HAMILTON. 

Irish Fishery Office, ) HENRY R. PAINE. 

Dublin, 12th May 1825. f g g. WOODWARD. 

A true Copy. Henry Townsend, Sec. 

Note . — Attached to this document is a copy of the Engineer's Report, 
as with reference to the Coast Survey herein alluded to, comprehending 
a great portion of the North-west and Western Coasts of Ireland. 



H. Townsend. 
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9. — An Account of the Total Number of Gallons of Oil extracted from Whale and other Fish, p. 14 
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ir.— An Account of the Total Number of Barrels of Herrings, Pilchards, Mackarel and Pickled Fish, 
with the Total Number of cwt. of dried Fish that have been Exported for the year ended the 
5thofApril 1825 - -- -- -- -- - - ibid. 

12 An Account of Decked and Half-decked Vessels, together with LTndecked or Open Boats of 

every description, registered and employed in the Fisheries ; also their Tonnage, and Number 
of Men employed therein, in the year ended 5th April 1825 - - - - p. 15 

13. — Account of Incidental Payments, commencing 5th April 1824 and ending 5th April 1825, p. 16 

14. — Account of the Fund of 1824 - - - - - - - - - -p. 17 



REPORT on the Fishery Stations : — viz. 



Connaught 


- 


- 


- 


page 


18 


Pullagheny 


- 


- 


- 


page 


29 


Leitrim 


- 


- 


- 


- 


ib. 


Inniscroan 


- 


- 


- 


- 


30 


Sligo 


- 


- 


- 


- 


19 


The Moy - 


- 


- 


- 


- 


ib. 


Mullaghmore 


- 


- 


- 


- 


20 


County of Mayo 






- 


- 


ib. 


Milkhaven 


- 


- 


- 


- 


ib. 


Killala 


- 


r 


- 


- 


ib. 


Donegal Bay 


- 


- 


- 


- 


ib. 


Rathfran - 




- 


- 


- 


31 


Sligo Bay 


- 


- 


- 


- 


21 


Clogher 




- 


- 


- 


ib. 


Lissadil or Drumly 


Bay 


- 


- 


- 


24 


Truhill - 


- 


- 


- 


- 


ib. 


Sligo 


- 


- 


- 




25 


Dunfiny Bay 


- 


- 


- 


- 


ib. 


Ballysadore Bay 


- 


- 


- 


- 


ib. 


Balderig 


- 


- 


- 


- 


32 


Tyreragh Barony 


- 


- 


- 


- 


ib. 


Port Turlin 


" 


- * 


- 


- 


ib. 


Portavad 


- 


- 


- 


- 


26 


Porta Cloy 


- 


- 


- 


- 


ib. 


Dunmoran 


- 


- 


- 


- 


ib. 


Broadhaven 




- 


- 


- 


3& 


Aughris 


- 


- 


- 


- 


ib. 


Erris 


- 


- 






ib. 


Poulnadiffy 


- 


- 


- 




27 


West Coast 




- 


- 


- 


34 


Killendoof 


- 


- 


- 


- 


ib. 


The Boffin Bank 


- 


- 


- 


- 


35 


Easky 


- 


- 


- 


- 


ib. 


Enniskea Bank - 


- 


- 


- 


- 


ib. 


Castletown or Trameen 


- 


- 


- 


ib. 


[ Sunfish Bank 


- 


- 


- 


- 


36 


Killala Bay 


- 


- 


- 


- 


28 
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APPENDIX. 



Appendix, N° 1. 



AN ACCOUNT of the total number of VESSELS cleared out at each Station for the White 
Fishery of 1824, on Tonnage Bounty; distinguishing the number of Tons, the number of 
Men, and the number of Bushels of Salt. 







TONS. 


MEN. 


BUSHELS 


STATIONS. 


VESSELS. 


of 

SALT. 


Dublin .... 


2 


89 


l6 


550 


Balbriggan - 


27 


990 


212 


4,870 


Galway 


2 


89 


15 


789 


Valentia 


2 


65 


17 


301 


Bantry ... - 


1 


21 


7 


130 


Kinsale .... 


1 


23 


6 


120 


Dungarvan .... 


26 


559 


164 


2,380 


Totals - - - 


61 


1,836 


437 


9.140 



Irish Fishery Office, Dublin,'! H. Townsend, 

12th May 1825. J Secs'. 



Appendix, N° 2 . 



AN ACCOUNT of the total number of VESSELS entered inwards at each Station, from the 
White Fishery of 1824; distinguishing the number of Tons, the number of Men, and the 
number of Cwt. of dried Cod, Ling, Hake, Haddock, and Congor Eel, landed from each 
Vessel, and marked for Bounty, with the amount of Bounty allowed thereon. 









N«. 


t 

Cwt. 


Cwt. 


Cwt. 


Cwt. 


Cwt. 


Cwt. 


Amount of 


STATIONS. 


Vessels. 


Tons. 
















Bounty . 






Men. 


Cod. 


Ling. 


Hake. 


Haddock 


Glassen. 


Eel. 










: 












£■ s. d. 


Dublin - - 


2 


89 


16 


44 


27 5 2 


- - 


- - 


- 

J 


26 


180 16 2 


Balbriggan - 


27 


990 


212 


347 i 


1,733 


10 


- - 


- - 


2,080 


2,147 19 2 


Galway - - 


2 


89 


15 


4 i 


5 


- - 


- - 


- . - 


- - 


98 9 6 


Valentia - - 


2 


65 


*7 


i8| 


3 1 


78 


i 


7\ 


54 


105 14 8 


Bantry - - 


1 


21 


7 


11 


89 


- - 


- ■ 


- - 


1 1 


46 16 - 


Kinsale - - 


1 


23 


6 


25 


107 i 


- 


1 f 


i 


16 


57 9 5 






















f The claimsof these 
j vessels are not jet 
^decided on. 


Dungarvan - 


26 


559 


164 


298 


373 


1,011 


“ 


** “ 


3 

t 


Totals - 


61 


1,836 


437 


CO 


2,586 


1,099 


2 1 


7 i 


3,090 


2,637 4 11 



Irish Fishery Office, Dublin,! H. Townsend, 

12th May 1825. J SecK. 
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Appendix, N° 3. 



AN ACCOUNT of the total number of VESSELS cleaned out at each Station, for the Open 
Sea Herring Fishery of 1824; distinguishing the number of Tons, the number of Men, the 
nurpber of Square Yards of Netting, the number of Bushels of Salt, and the number of Barrels. 



STATIONS. 


Vessels. 


Tons. 


Men. 


Square Yards 
of 


Bushels 

of 


Number 

of 

Barrels. 










N ettmg. 




Dublin .... 


1 


51 


8 


14,000 


200 


79 


Balbriggan - 


34 


1,503 


279 


496,575 


9,832 


2,476 


Clogher 


3 


152 


25 


50,385 


1,260 


305 


Carlingford - 


17 


547 


131 


194,195 


1,882 


523 


Wexford 


5 


n 8 


32 


16,160 


500 


HO 


Ardglass - 


69 


2,162 


488 


810,382 


8,991 


3,203 


Belfast .... 


7 


153 


43 


61,495 


780 


339 


Sligo ----- 


1 


49 


8 


16,600 


240 


148 


Baltimore - - - - 


15 


325 


15 


106,991 


901 


158 


Glandore - - - - 


8 


163 


47 


58,398 


486 


36 


Kinsale - 


1 


23 


6 


8,350 


328 


32 


Totals - - 


l 6 l 


5,246 


982 


1,833,631 


25,400 


7,409 



Irish Fishery Office, 
Dublin, 12th May 1825. 



} 



H. Townsend, Sec y . 



Appendix, No. 4. 



AN ACCOUNT of the total number of VESSELS entered inwards at each Station, from the 
Open Sea Herring Fishery of 1824 ; distinguishing the number of Tons, the number of Men, 
the number of Barrels of Herrings landed ; also those gutted with a knife from those otherwise 
gutted, and the amount of Bounty allowed. 









Vessels. 


Tons. 


Men. 


Barrels of 


Herrings. 

N 


Amount 








Gutted with 
a knife. 


Otherwise 

gutted. 


of 

Bounty. 






































£. 


s . 


d. 


Dublin 


- 


- 


1 


51 


8 


79 


- 


182 


17 


4 


Balbriggan - 


- 


- 


34 


1,503 


279 


2,476 


- 


5,356 


2 


lO 


Clogher 


- 


“ 


3 


152 


25 


305 


- 


561 


11 


8 


Carlingford - 


- 


- : 


17 


547 


131 


523 


- 


1,873 


12 


— 


Wexford 




- 


5 


n8 


32 


109 1 




400 


15 


2 


Ardglass 




- 


69 


2,162 


488 


3,202 A 


- 


7,744 


5 


9 


Belfast 




- 


. 7 


153 


43 


299 k 




562 


2 


10 


Sligo - 




- 


1 


49 


8 


148 




192 


6 


4 


Baltimore 




- 


15 


325 


85 


158 


- 1 


9°i 


15 


4 


Glandore 




- 


8 


163 


47 


36 


- 


533 


4 


3 


Kinsale 


_ 


“ ; 


1 


23 


6 


32 


- 


81 


13 


8 




Totals - 


- 


161 


5,246 


982 


7,368 f 




17,390 


7 


2 



Irish Fishery Office, 'l 
Dublin, 12th May 1825. f 



H. Townsend, Sect. 
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Appendix, N° 5. 



AN ACCOUNT of the total number of Cwt. of dried Cod, Ling, Hake, Haddock, Glassen, 
and Conger Eel, which have been marked for the production Bounty of 4s. per Cwt. in the year 
1824 ; distinguishing the Quantity marked at each Station, and the amount of Bounty allowed. 



STATIONS. 



Cwt. Cwt. 

Cod. Ling. 



Balbriggan 
Ardglass - 
Belfast 
Rathmullen 
Sligo 

Killibegs - 
Westport - 
Galway 
Kilrush 
Valentia - 
Bantry 
Baltimore - 
Glandore - 
Kinsale 
Cove 

Dungarvan 



■Si 

16 

8 

8 3 | 
179 ‘ 
663 l 
189 

33 h 
1 8 | 

954 s 
11 

24 si 

3 

3334 
3 i 

- 187 1 




137 i 

80 f 

111 jp 

96 

459 i 

90 i 

460$ 
100 ^ 
966 



135 



Totals - 



2,934 




Cwt. 


Cwt. 


Cwt. 


Cwt. 


Amount of 


Hake. 


Haddock. 


Glassen. 


Eel. 


Bounty. 










£. s. d. 


2 


- 


- 


10 


5 4 - 


386 i 


- 


233 


- 


137 13 10 


80 


1 


• 


■ 


19 1 4 


- 


- 


7 i 


40 i 


Ci 

CO 

00 


- 


- 


- 


- 


39 4 4 


1,783 i 


4 s 


346 f 


1 " 


640 14 9 


- 


- 


- 




58 7 10 


. 


1 


56 i 


1 


44-9 


- 


3 s 


18 1 


- 


29 8 3 


i, 356 | 


- 


498 


61 1 


721 8 11 


1,182 L 




- 


41 S 


277 4 5 


539 I 


277 i 


100 1 


uo£ 


375 8 10 


487 


1 


2 i 


63 i 


141 15 2 


i ,733 


35 


2j 


204 


780 14 9 


149 l 


- 


- 


29! 


39 10 10 


1,801 


- 


74 i 


47 f 


48G 16 6 


9,500 | 


322 1 


1,339 i 


610 


3,825 3 3 



Irish Fishery Office, Dublin, 
12th May 1825. 



} 



II. Townsend, 

Secy. 




12 



SIXTH REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS 



Appendix, N° 6. 



AN ACCOUNT of the total number of Barrels of HERRINGS which have been marked for the 
Bounty of 4 s. and 3 s. 6 d. per Barrel in the year 1824, granted by the Act. of the 1st Geo. IV. 
c. 82 ; distinguishing the quantity Branded at each Station ; also those gutted with a Knife 
from those otherwise gutted, together with the Amount of Bounty allowed. 



STATIONS. 


U Liliw -m 1 . . 0 WA iA$cJ 




Amount 

of 

Bounty. 












- 


- 








. £. s . d . 


Dublin 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


2,575 




- 


557 18 4 


Clogher 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


2,506 


- 


- 


542 19 4 


Carlingford 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


! 


947 i 


- 


- 


O 

00 

0 

c* 


Wexford - 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


53 f 


- 


- 


11 11 10 


Ardglass - 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


373 


- 


- 


80 14 2 


Belfast 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


9>°°3 £ 


- 


- 


1,951 8 6 


Rathmullen 


- 




- 


- 


- 


- 


407? 




- 


88 5 10 


Sligo 


- 


- 


- 


- • 


- 


- 


1,019 


- 


- 


220 1 8 


Killybegs 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


53oi 


- 


- _ - 


114 18 - 


Galway 




- 


- 


- 




- 


13,080 


- 


- 


• 

2,918 7 - 


Bantry 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




44 


8 6 8 


Baltimore 


- 


- 


- 




- 


- 


62 


- 


- 


13 8 8 


Glandore - 


- 


- 


- 


- 






32 




19 


10 10 8 £ 


Kinsale 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


! 


12 


- 


- 


2 12 — 








Totals 


- 


! 


34,201 1 


63 


6,726 6 6 £ 



H. Townsend, 



Irish Fishery Office, Dublin, 
12th May 1825. 



SecV 
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Appendix, N® 7. 



AN ACCOUNT of the Number of Barrels of Pilchards and Mackarel which have been 
branded for the Bounty of 3 s. per Barrel, under the 59th Geo. III. c. 109; distinguishing 
the Quantity branded at each Station, and the Amount of Bounty allowed. 





BARRELS:' 


Amount 






of 


STATIONS. 


/ 






Pilchard*. 


Mackarel. 


Bounty. 


Sligo - 


. 


H 


£, s. d. 
256 



Irish Fishery Office, Dublin, f H. Townsend, 

12th May 1825. / Sec r . 



Appendix, N° 8. 



AN ACCOUNT of the Number of Barrels of Cod, Ling, Hake, Haddock, Glassen and 
Conger Eel, cured with Pickle, which have been branded for the Bounty at 2 s, 6 d. per Barrel, 
under the 1st Geo. IV. c. 82. sec. 18; distinguishing the Quantity branded at each Station, 
and the Amount of Bounty allowed. 









BARRELS: 






Amount 

of 

Bounty. 


STATIONS. 


f 

Cod. 


Ling. 


Hake. 


Haddock. 


Glassen. 


\ 

Conger 

Eel. 


1 

1 

1 

O 


172 


44 


- 


- 


u 


- 


£. s. d. 
29 7 8f 


Kinsale ... 


-6 


4 


116 


- 


- 


- 


17 1 3 


Totals - - - 


178 


48 


116 


- 


11 




46 8 lif 



Irish Fishery Office, Dublin , 1 II. Townsend, 

12th May 1825. / SecL 



385- 



D 




H 



SIXTH REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS 



- - 11 — ~ n ■ 

Appendix, N° g. 



AN ACCOUNT of the total number of Tuns and Gallons of OIL, extracted from Whale and 
other Fish, that has been produced at each Station, for the Bounty of £. 3 per ton ; and 
Bounty allowed. 



a fATIONS. 

i 


QUANTITY: 


Amount 

of 

Bounty. 


/ j 

Tuns. 

1 

1 


A 

Gallons. 




, 


1 


£. s. d. 


Galway ------- 


l ‘ 


192 


296 


Bantry ------- 




243 


32 1 j 


Kinsale ------- 


1 


230 


6 5 9 f 


Dungarvaii ------- 


- 


225 


2 18 - 


Totals 

1 


4 


140 


14 15 5 



Irish Fishery Office, Dublin, H. Townsend, 

12th May 1825. j Sec-. 



Appendix, N° 10. 



GROSS NUMBER of Barrels of HERRINGS cured for Bounty, both by Vessels engaged in 
the Tonnage Bounty Fishery, and not so engaged ; distinguishing each. 



Barrels of Herrings cured by 
Vessels and Boats engaged 
in Production Bounty. 


Barrels of Herrings cured by 
Vessels engaged in the 
Tonnage Bounty- Fishery. 


TOTAL BARRELS. 


34>204 f 


7)308 | 


4L033 


Irish Fishery Office, Dublin,^ 
12th May 1825. J 








Secf 


Appendix, N° 11. 



AN ACCOUNT of the total number of Barrels of Herrings, Pilchards, Mackarel, and 
Pickled Fish, with the total number of Cwt. of Dried Fish, that have been exported for the 
year ended the 5tli of April 1825; distinguishing the Stations from which Exported, the Quantity 
exported to Great Britain, to other places in Europe, and to other places out of Europe. 



STATIO N S. 


Barrels, 

Herrings. 

. 


Barrels, | Barrels, 
Pilchards, j Mackarel. 


. 

Barrels, 
Pickled Fish. 


Cwt. 

Dried Fish. 


To where 
Exported. 














Carlingford - - - - 

Ardglass - 

Belfast ... - 

Westport - - - - 

Totals - - - 


11 

1 >357 

325 


i 

l 


- 


, 

1 


’ 

r 

' 

269 


Scotland. 

Do. 

West Indies 
& America. 

Liverpool. 


1)693 


- 


- 


- 


269 



Irish Fishery Office, Dublin,! IT. Townsend, 

12 tli May 1825. J Sec?. 
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Appendix, N* 12. 



AN ACCOUNT of the total number of Decked and Half-Decked VESSELS, together with 
Undecked or Open Boats of every description, Registered and employed in the Fisheries ; also 
their Tonnage and number of Men employed therein, in the year ended 5th April 1825. 



STATIONS. 


Aggregate Number 
of 

Decked Vessels. 


Aggregate Quantity 
of 

Tonnage on D®. 


Aggregate Number 
of 

Men employed in D*. 


Aggregate Number of 
Half-decked Vessels, 
of 15 Tons & upwards. 


Aggregate Quantity 
of 

Tonnage on D°. 


0* 

2 -2 
O T 3 

rt Cu 

to C 

Si s 

to c 

if » 
^ S 


Aggregate Number 
of Open Sail Boats, 
under 15 Tons. 


Aggregate Number 
of 

Men employed in D°. 


Aggregate Number 
of 

Row Boats. 


Aggregate Number 
of 

Men employed in D°. 


Total Number 
of 

Men employed. 


Dublin - 


65 


2,327 


389 


10 


268 


57 


223 


1,335 


32 


120 


1,901 


Balbriggan 


83 


3.207 


606 


- 


- 


- 


4 


16 


lO 


41 


663 


Clogher - 


5 


322 


34 


8 


214 


52 


- 


- 


50 


276 


362 


Carlingford 


CO 


755 


152 


18 


473 


151 


9 


44 


392 


1,954 


2,301 


Wexford 


5 


114 


32 


18 


313 


108 


533 


2,655 


- 


- 


2,795 


Ardglass 


66 


2,162 


494 


84 


1,847 


494 


363 

t 


1,946 


384 


1,536 


4,470 


Belfast - 


46 


2,099 


264 


13 


208 


52 


118 


472 


192 


693 


1,481 


Rathmullen 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


16 


70 


339 


1,593 


1,663 


Sligo 


6 


82 


35 


- 


- 


- 


52 


255 


502 


3,012 


3,599 


Killybegs 


3 


89 


18 


1 


8 


5 


- 


- 


553 


3,007 


3,030 


Westport 


7 


156 


32 

■ 


1 


17 


4 


133 


532 


1,293 


5,172 


5,740 


Galway - 


8 


236 


52 


10 


130 


50 


566 


2,830 


1,327 


5,308 


8,240 


Kilrush - 


10 


258 


50 


152 


i,370 


620 




- 


335 


1,340 


2,010 


Valentia 


- 


- 


- 


- 




- 


252 


1,520 


271 


1,400 


2,920 


Bantry - 


3 


63 


18 


5 


80 


25 


55 


227 


596 


3,141 


3,4H 


Baltimore 


4 


39 


23 


17 


324 


90 


56 


222 


,325 


1,643 


1,978 


Glandore 


5 


132 


■ 

35 


11 


218 


66 


20 


220 


120 


300 


621 


Kinsale - 


to 


282 


60 


44 


696 


260 


37 


180 


336 


1,671 


2,171 


Cove 


4 


118 


31 


21 


396 


121 


1 10 


484 


344 


1,310 


1,946 


Dungarvon 


28 


594 


191 


33 


626 


157 


15 


ca 


96 


769 


1,180 


Totals - - 


377 


13,035 


2,416 


446 


7,182 


2,371 


2,562 


13,071 


7,497 


34,296^ 52,482 



H. Townsend, 



Irish Fishery office, Dublin, 
May 12 th 1825. J 
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Appendix, N” 13. 



ACCOUN of Incidental Payments, commencing 5th April 1824, and ending 5th April 1825. 



PARTICULARS OF PAYMENTS. 



Incidental allowances to officers for travelling 
charges, office rent, stationery, postage of 
letters, &c. ; also brands for d°, and repairs for 
same - 

Rent of board-room and offices, with repairs, 
coals, candles, cleaning, &c. &c. - 

Printing, and supplying office documents - 

Solicitors, on account of law expenses for pro- 
fessional business done for this establishment - 

Alexander Nimmo, civil engineer, expenses in- 
curred in his progress towards executing the 
coast survey, his own time and professional 
services, attendants and assistants, in the year 
1823 

Engraving charts of the coast survey - - r 

Medical attendance on a seaman of the surveying 
cutter employed in coast survey - 

The hire of the protecting boat, the Ennismure, 
employed in suppressing illegal fishing on the 
south coast of Ireland, from 6th June to 6th 
December 1824 

Outstanding bills for advertising in several Cork 
papers ------- 



James Mitchell, Vote Office, London, for Parlia- 
mentary Papers and Acts of Session 1823 



Totals - - £. 



QUARTER 
Ended 5th July 
1824. 


QUARTER 
Ended 5th October 
1824. 


QUARTER 
Ended 5th January 
1825. 


QUARTER 
Ended 5th April 
1825. 


£. i- d. 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


£. .t. d. 


249 6 11} 


296 12 3 


201 8 2 


390 8 6 | 


50 - - 


50 - - 


50 - - 


50 - - 


48 18 6| 


11 4 6 £ 


- 


76 2 7 


- 


45 19 9 1 




27 13 8 


- 


- 


400 4 7? 


— 


3 - - 


42 15 10 




37 17 6 


H — 


" 




138 - - 


7 


60 8 11 i 


— 


— 


l6 l6 4 l 


— 


— 


— 


368 1 10 £ 


507 1 4 T 


651 12 9 \ 


720 2 3 £ 



Irish Fishery Office, Dublin, 
12th May 1825. J 



//• Townsend, 

Sec f. 





OF THE IRISH FISHERIES ; FOR THE YEAR 1824. 17 



Appendix, N° 14. 



ACCOUNT of the FUND of 1824, vested in the Commissioners of Irish Fisheries under the 
66th section of 59th Geo. III. c. 109, for the encouragement of the Coast Fisheries. 



Dr. 



To Balance in the Bank of Ireland, as per Account, furnished to the Government 
of Ireland, the 19th of April 1824 - -------- 

To amount of the Fund for 1824, as per Account, and section stated in the 
heading 



£. 



£. s. d. 

16,917 19 10 

5,000 - ~ 



21,917 19 10 £ 



Cr. 



By Amount of repairing bounty paid poor Fishermen by this Board - 

By ditto, paid for building small fishing boats, out of a Fund of 400 1 . allocated by 
this Board for the coast of Sligo --------- 

By ditto, paid for repairing boats on the eastern district, out of a Fund of 400 1 . 
allocated by this Board for that purpose ------- 

By ditto, paid out of a Fund of 400 1 . allocated by this Board for the coast of Clare, 
with a view to the building a better description of fishing boats than they now 
use on that coast ----- 

By ditto paid of the sum of 1,000 1 . allocated by this Board as a building bounty 
Fund for hookers built on the southern coast, by grant or gift of one-fourth the 
estimated cost of each hooker - -- -- -- -- 

By ditto paid out of a Fund of 400 1 . allocated by this Board for hookers built on 
the coast of Clare, by a grant or gift of one-fourth the estimated cost 

By amount of this Board’s proportion paid for the construction of a Pier at Bunduna, 
in the county of Mayo, in conjunction with the Marquis of Sligo - 

By sundry small payments on account of Mullaghmore Pier, in the county of Sligo, 
in conjunction with Lord Palmerston, and now in progress - 

By amount issued for payment of the Board’s proportion of the expense of thirty- 
four Piers now constructing, in conjunction with Charitable Associations, on the 
south and west coasts of Ireland --------- 

By balance of Parliamentary Grants still remaining in the Bank of Ireland * - 



£. f. i. 

15 13 11 
52 18 - 

31 10 - 

152 - - 

40 - - 

49 10 - 
342 16 5 
42 4 10 

1,206 7 1 £• 

1 9)9^4 19 7 



*1>917 19 10 £• 



* This Balance is to meet the allocations set forth at the foot of the Account, furnished 
his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, and both Houses of Parliament, under date of the 
19th of April 1824, as also for the purposes set forth in the Act of the 59th Geo. III. c. log. 
The Account is made up to the 5th of April. 



Irish Fishery Office, Dublin, 9 
5th May 1825. / 



H. Toumsend, 

SecL 
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18 SIXTH REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS 



REPORT 

ON THE FISHERY STATIONS OF THE 

COAST OF CONNAUGHT. 

IN my first report on the fishing stations of the north coast, I commenced, as directed, 
with the bay of Sligo, proceeding round to Belfast ; but as some of the works then recom- 
mended near Sligo are now executed, or in progress, it may be useful to give a more par- 
ticular account of them. I shall therefore commence this report at the borders of Leitrim 
and Donegal, so as to make a complete description of the coast of the province of Con- 
naught. 

My official situation as engineer of the public works of the western district, undertaken 
for the employment of the poor, having also enabled me to combine these, in some Cases, 
with the objects of the Commissioners of Fisheries, I embrace this opportunity to give 
also some description of such of these works as are especially connected with the general 
improvement of the western coast. 

For the purpose of this inquiry, a very careful maritime survey of this coast has been 
carried on, under my direction, at the same time. The result of it is laid down in a general 
chart of Connaught, and in detailed charts of its harbours, executed under my superinten 
dence, especially of the shores of Sligo and Galway. Those of Mayo have been chiefly 
supplied from the grand jury map and survey of that county by Mr. William Bald, the 
accuracy of which, in general position, may, I believe, be very safely relied on, though 
not sufficiently particular in some parts of the maritime detail; the soundings on his map 
being only laid in from Mackenzie’s charts. The soundings of Clew Bay have been since, 
however, taken more minutely, first in a survey for the improvement of Westport harbour, 
begun for the Marquis of Sligo, and afterwards extended over all the rest of the creeks, at 
the expense of the Commissioners for Fisheries. The soundings and detailed survey of 
Killala Bay, and the creeks near it, have been carefully taken, under my superintendence, 
by my late assistant, Mr. William Grant, from a separate base and operations independent 
of the county maps. Some of the other harbours of Mayo, especially that of Boffin Island, 
have also been carefully surveyed by him ; Enniskea, by my assistant, Mr. Knight. 

The survey of Sligo Bay was originally made for the commissioners for thb improvement 
of the port of Sligo ; but not having been done trigonometrically, it has since been re- 
examined, and such additional information inserted as appeared necessary. The engraving 
of the reduced map has been done at the expense of the Commissioners of Fisheries. 

The river Moy, also within the bars, and as far as the bridge of Ballina, having been 
surveyed by me, for the use of the committee of merchants of that town, the result has 
been reduced, arid inserted on the fishery chart of Killala Bay. 

The coast of Galway has been minutely surveyed from Cleggan to Blackhead, in the 
county of Clare, with the exception of Kilkerran Bay ; and from this I have been enabled 
to make out charts of most of this intricate and highly important part of the coast. 

The completion of this part of the survey, especially the trigonometrical part, has been 
suspended by the orders of the Board; but I have derived considerable benefit in this 
particular from the former survey of the interior made by me, under the authority of the 
Commissioners of Bogs in Ireland, and which survey is still in manuscript. Considerable 
progress was also made in the delineatidn of the banks so productive of cod and ling, 
situated on th'e western Uoast of ErrlS ahd Cottnamara, and especially that called the Sun- 
fish Bank ; much, howeV’er, reniains to be donb eie the nature of the ground within sound- 
ings; on this side, can be at all laid down with accuracy. 

The examination of the banks situated so far in the offing would be more appropriately 
intrusted to nautical men than to an engineer ; and it would, in my opinion, be of the 
greatest importance to the fisheries and to navigation, if the Admiralty were to direct 
a sounding survey to be made of that part of the ocean situated outside of the north chan- 
nel, as far at least as Aitkin’s Rock, for I am fully convinced our present information of 
that tract is of a very vague and imperfect nature. 

It is evident that the bank of soundings, which near M-izen and Brandon Heads, in the 
south of Ireland, extends only a ‘few miles from the land, gradually expands after passing 
the Shannon, is of considerable breadth between Connaught and the Western Isles of 
Scotland, and some say even confects with -the banks of Newfoundland. Some of our 
soundings off Achel Head extend as far as ninety-seven fathoms, being the deepest yet 
marked on the western coast of Ireland. Some of the other banks, however, especially 
those within the bay of Donegal, we only know from the description of the fishermen. 

COAST OF LEITRIM, 

The country of Leitrim includes a small portion of coast, about two miles in extent, along 
the eastern shore of the bay of Donegal ; it has no seaport town or fishing village. The 
shore is for the most part a bluff of conglomerate sand stone rock, with a rough skare along 
the foot of it ; totally inaccessible to any kind of craft, and exposed to the whole swell of 

the 
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the Atlantic; it is, however, much frequented for the purpose of sea bathing, and the villages Report on the, 
of Bundoran in Donegal, and Bundroes in Leitrim, are principally supported in this way ; Fishery Stations. 

being in summer occupied by persons of a respectable class, from Fermanagh and Leitrim, 

whose consumption of fish would be considerable. 

A few yawls are kept at these places, and there is a salmon fishery at the mouths of each 
of the rivers, Bundoran, Bundroes and Bunduff. 

Since my first visit, a proposal has been transmitted to the Board of Fisheries for the 
construction of a pier at Bundoran ; and I may here observe, although not strictly belonging 
to this place, being in the county of Donegal, that I have again examined the situation of 
Bundoran with the view to the construction of a harbour. As it could only be effected by 
a pier of great strength and extent, carried along the rocks opposite the village, and as the 
beach extends so far, and the surf in west winds is so violent, it is my opinion that 
nothing of any consequence could, at a reasonable expense, be obtained. 

BUNDROES. 

At Bundroes, just on the northern edge of Leitrim, and about a mile from Bundoran, there- Bundroes. 
is a more favourable situation for something of the kind; a rocky point runs out from 
Colonel Caulfield’s lodge to the northward, covering a shallow bay into which the river of 
Bundroes empties itself. The materials are abundant on the spot, and if a pier was con- 
structed on this point, a tolerably dry harbour couM be formed within it, sufficiently 
extensive to permit the surf to expend itself quietly. This would answer all the purposes 
of a harbour at Bundoran, and, if effected, would have the advantage of the new road, 
which is at present in progress through the county of Leitrim, from the sea at this place to 
Manor Hamilton, and by Lough Allen to Garrick and Drumsna. 

This line lays open the whole extent of that county to wheel carriages, which can hardly 
pass along the present roads. It also opens the highly improvable valley of Glennead, 
abounding in freestone and limestone of an excellent description, and beyond it, is the coal 
district near the banks of Lough Allen. 

This harbour may also derive some importance from the neighbourhood of Lough 
Melvin, which discharges into it, and is navigable for seven miles into the county of 
Fermanagh; and the level of which might, I doubt not, be continued, by a canal of about 
three miles, as far as the sea at Bundroes. 

I am also inclined to think that a canal could be easily carried into that lake from 
Lough Erne. But the opinion I gave in a former report, of the possibility of having a canal 
from this last lake to Mullinasoal and the harbour of Donegal, I am, on further consi- 
deration, inclined to retract, as upon re-examination I find the difficulties are greater than 
I had anticipated ; and I have no hesitation in saying, that it would be much easier to 
construct a harbour at this place of Bundroes, than to obviate the defects of the bar of 
Ballyshannon, which is the natural port of Lough Erne. 

It is to be observed however, that even with a pier such as I propose, the harbour of 
Bundroes would be shut in westerly winds; the surf sent in by this wind 011 this coast is so 
heavy as to cause a breaker to a great extent from the shore. 

In this particular any harbour that could be made on the Leitrim side must be always 
greatly inferior as a fishing station, and place of shelter, to that now in progress at Mullagh- 
more; but as it would equally have the benefit of the roadstead of Mullaghmore, four miles 
to the westward, when the in-shore winds or ground-swell made access to it dangerous, and 
as vessels will use that roadstead with confidence when the pier of Mullaghmore is com- 
pleted, I am inclined to think the construction of the work 1 speak of at Bundroes is not 
unworthy of serious attention from the proprietors. 

As the exposure is great, and the space to be quayed is extensive, the pier of Bundroes 
could not be executed under 3,000 l. 

SLIGO. 

The coast of the county of Sligo from the Bunduff river to beyond Milkhaven, is the Sligo, 
property of Lord Viscount Palmerston. 

The country as far as the inlet of Drumclief, like the neighbouring part of Leitrim, is first 
a narrow band of conglomerate sandstone rock, thickly peopled and tolerably cultivated ; 
behind that a zone of bog, nearly a mile broad, to the foot of the hills Truskmore, Been- 
weesken and Bilbulben, which rise rapidly with a bluff and precipitous front to about 900 or 
1,000 feet. 

The summit of these hills is flat limestone rock, mostly covered with bog, hut there are 
three intervening and pretty fertile valleys. 

The peninsula of Raughly is limestone ; the hills of Mullaghmore, Stridagh, and the isle I. Fig. 1. 
of Derrineh, connected with the last by a stony beach, form a kind of outwork or exterior 
band of sandstone along the coast, separated by a shallow valley ; the extremities of which 
at Stridagh and Mullaghmore have been filled up by blowing sand, and which has covered 
a great extent of country near this. The intermediate portion of the valley is a lagoen, 
called Milkhaven ; which preserves an opening along the north side of Derrineh by its 
great extent of back-water ; and forms a safe harbour within, although the entrance channel 
is uncertain and barred all across in westerly winds. 

The bights about Stridagh are too much exposed to the ocean to afford any shelter for 
craft ; but within Mullaghmore the north end of the valley forms a good roadstead for 
385. small 
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small vessels in two and a half to three fathoms water, the upper part being a long shallow 
beach of flat sand. 

MULLAGHMORE. 



Mullaghmore. Of this bay the mainland side has no creek of any kind, the Bunduff river falls into the 
I. fig. s. sea over conglomerate rocks, and is inaccessible even to a boat. 

The upper end of the bay is aflat sand as above stated, with a considerable extent of 
salt marsh ; south of it is an extensive flat over-blown with sand, extending to Milkhaven. 

On the Mullaghmore side, Lord Palmerston has contracted with the Board of Fisheries to 
execute the pier and harbour proposed by me in a former report ; and this harbour is now 
in considerable forwardness. The stone is particularly well adapted to this purpose, and the 
work will go far towards clearing the beach up to the sand. 

I have, at his lordship’s request, examined the possibility of continuing this pier into 
deeper water, and find that at a distance of about 150 feet from four to six feet may be obtained 
at low water springs, which would render this place accessible to ordinary fishing craft at 
all times, and at high water would admit any vessel that could take the ground. 

The expense of prolonging the quay I find to be about 3 l. per foot; filling and pavement 
behind about 22/. per yard; running the end wall would cost about 150/. ; so that an 
addition of about 150 feet may probably be obtained for little more than 1,500 1. 

At the upper end of the bay a srqjtll river falls in, but spreading over the sand, is hardly 
able to preserve any channel. By a causeway road, near high water, over to Mullaghmore, 
this river may be sent towards the harbour, and by some management, may even be made 
navigable for boats : this would be an excellent supply of back-water for Mullaghmore 
harbour in the event of its threatening to choak up with sand ; and the navigation may be 
useful for other purposes in promoting the reclaim of the land above. 

If, however, an extensive work below low water at Mullaghmore be not contemplated, 
the drains collected along the hill itself, in the manner I have explained on the spot, and 
brought to discharge into the head of the harbour, will go far to answer every purpose 
required as to scouring the harbour. 

It is of the utmost importance for this harbour, and generally for the prosperity of this 
tract of country (the improvement of which must very much depend on it), to prevent the 
cutting, pulling, or otherwise destroying the bent grass, which is so valuable a means 
of preventing the blowing of the sand. 

Several hundred acres of productive land are already covered by this destructive, 
practice, and it goes far entirely to obliterate the existing havens of that coast. 

Lord Palmerston has entered zealously into the improvement of this part of his property, 
intending to reclaim by his own means the larger tracts of bog, and embank the salt 
marsh ; he also contemplates the transport of turf from Mullaghmore, to supply Tyreragh 
and the Sligo market, which would be a valuable occupation for the people of that place 
in the slack time of the fishery. 

The road already described as in progress through the county of Leitrim, will also be of 
great service to the prosperity of Mullaghmore, which affording the only roadstead 
between Sligo and Donegal, is certain to become a place of consequence in the coasting 
trade. 



MILKHAVEN. 



Milkhaven. Leaving Mullaghmore, and passing the rocky point of Ross Keeragh, a sandy shore 

of one mile brings us to the bar of Milkhaven, within which there is an extensive and 
well sheltered harbour, as above mentioned, with two fathoms at low water in the 
channel. 

At Mount Temple, in this creek, are salt-pans, and a pretty good landing quay, with 
a road down to it ; nothing, therefore, seems wanted from the Fishery Board within 
the haven. 

In the mouth of the haven or bar is a stony shoal of considerable extent, and to judge 
from Mackenzie’s description, the entrance to the haven was, in his time, on the north of 
that shoal. The accumulating sand has now, however, sent it to the south side, which 
is not so clean as the other has formerly been. This haven may therefore be considered 
as having deteriorated in the last half century ; and as any attempt to recover the northern 
entrance would be out of the question, the best thing to be done, in my opinion, would be 
to plant a beacon on the south end of the shoal, which would point out the best entrance 
in blowing weather, when the breakers run all across. 

In other respects this channel is also preferable, as it avoids the outer breakers, and is 
better sheltered by the rock of Carricknespanagh. 

The exterior side of the Milkhaven is an exposed sandy beach ; nor is there any kind of 
harbour between it and the point of Knocklane. 

The village of Cloone has twenty to thirty yawls, which are employed in fishing in fine 
weather; but in bad weather must be hauled up. The same is the case at Rathnoran, 
where there are thirty to forty yawls employed during the herring fishery ; no other fishing 
village occurs until we arrive at Raughly. 



GENERAL FISHING NOTES OF DONEGAL BAY. 



Mullaghmore is the principal fishing village on this coast. 
Leitrim and Fermanagh : it also sends much fish to Sligo. 



It supplies the markets of 
The 



Donegal flay. 
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OF THE IRISH FISHERIES; FOR THE YEAR 1824. 

The fishing ground is between Mullaghmore and Ballyshannon Bar, outside this the Report on the 
bottom is foul. This is good ground for haddock with spilliards, also for flat-fish, viz. Fishery Stations, 
plaice, turbot and sole. v ^ / 

On the Bullocks Rocks, between Mullaghmore and Milkhaven, there is good lobster 
fishing, also at Ennismurry. Milkhaven affords slugs, muscles and flat-fish for bait. 

Whelks are unknown here. 

The cod fishing is chiefly from hence to Ennismurry Island, with foul ground called 
Bankrea, but inside is an excellent turbot bank at Stridagh, in two or three fathoms water : 
the best is on the east side of Stridagh. 

ENNISMURRY. 

This little island is surrounded by rough ground, but which affords plenty of lobsters, Ennismurry. 
pollock “bullauns” or bream, and other rock fish. It possesses a small natural boat 
harbour on the side next the main, for which the only improvement would be to set some 
iron rings in the rock. Like all small coves of the kind the run becomes too great for 
a boat to lay in bad weather, they are then hauled over a bank of rock into an inner pond : 
it would not be worth the expense to make any cut into this pond. 

SLIGO BAY. 

Sligo Bay is situated between the point of Knocklane, improperly named Gessigo on Sligo Bay. 
the charts, on the north side and Aughris Head on the south. 

The exterior bay is nearly a square of four Irish miles, and there are three arms, each ex- 
tending about three miles farther inland, but which are barred across the mouth, and mostly 
dry at low water. These are the harbours of Lissadill or Drumcliff, Sligo and Ballysadere. 

Across the mouth of Sligo Bay from Aughris to Raughly and Knocklane runs a reef of 
rocks below water, called the ledge, on which there is a heavy breaking sea, with westerly 
winds ; but it forms no obstruction to the navigation, as there are seven fathoms water 
across it. Outside there are twenty to fifty fathoms, and within not more than ten. 

The north end of this ledge appears above water in the islets called Hawlboulin and 
Little Island, in the peninsula of Raughly and point of Knocklane, and also on the Seal Rock, 
one mile south-west of that point. The south extremity of the ledge appears in the middle 
of the strand east of Aughris Point, forming the broad reef called Carrickfadda, or the Long 
Rock. This rock is sandstone, that of Aughris Head is limestone, but beyond it is slate, 
and those within it along the coast to Ballysadere are limestone. 

As this is the usual position of the sandstone rock, viz. between the limestone which 
lies over it, and the slate or other primary rock which is under it, as may be seen about the 
lower part of the mountain of Benbulleen, we may, probably, in the breaking up of this sand- 
stone, account in some way for the great mass of sand that, has filled so much of these 
inlets, and occupied most of the eastern shores of the bays of Sligo and Donegal. 

On the north side Brown’s Bay, between Raughly Head and the isle of Haulbowling, 
though quite open to westerly winds, has a bottom of clean firm sand, and in easterly winds 
is used by vessels to stop in for a favourable tide to go over Sligo Bar. The usual 
anchorage is a breast of Raughly rock, in ten fathoms. 

The Seal Rock is always above water, within this is the small peninsula of Raughly, where 
there is a fishing village in which pilots for Sligo Bar reside. Between it and the bar is a 
good roadstead where a vessel may stop on three fathoms clean fine sand ; in making for 
which observe the following dangers : — South-west of Raughly Head one cable length is a 
ledge called the Wheaten Rock, only seen at low spring ebbs ; and south of the point the 
Bird Rock, or Carriganeean, the north-west end of which dries at half high tide ; but a 
sunk ledge runs off to S. E. near a quarter of a mile. 

These rocks are laid down on the fishery chart in their proper places, with the necessary 
directions for avoiding them. They have been incorrectly named by Mackenzie in his 
survey, and are so in the common charts. 

In rounding Raughly Head you avoid the Wheaten Rock by keeping the tower of the Black 
Rock S. E. by S. on the high house in Sligo (Mr. King’s), or to the eastward until you open 
the old castle of Ardtarmon N. E. well out of the point of Raughly; and to avoid the tail 
of Carriganean, keep the Seal Rock in view outside of Raughly, until you bring the same 
castle N. E. by N. you may then stand to the eastward and anchor in three fathoms, half 
a mile S. E. of Raughly Point. 

From the Wheaten Rock to Raughly is all foul ; there is a boat sound between Carriga- 
nean and the land about six feet at low water. 

This anchorage will now be of much greater importance to the port of Sligo since the 
pier has been built on the shore of Raughly near the point ; as this pier will not only 
shelter and afford a safe landing place for the pilot and fishing boats, but small vessels may 
run in and take the ground within it when the bar appears too much broken to go on to 
Oyster Island. 

South by east from Raughly Point, and half way to the Coney Island, lies the Black 
Rock, on which there is a round tower of stone. 

This rock dries for a cable length east and west of the tower, and is in fact the extremity 
of a rocky shoal called Bank Gar, which runs from hence all the way to the north end of 
Coney Island, on which at low spring ebbs there are only three or four feet water. 

On the north side of this shoal is the bar of Sligo, a broad flat sand, with ten feet at low 
water ; when over it we have deep water up to Oyster Island. 
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Report on the The only other rock in the bay is that called the Blind Rock, off the south end of Coney 
Fishery Stations. Island ; it has two fathoms water, but must be avoided by a vessel waiting for tide on the 
'■ J south of Black Rock. The marks for this rock are also shown in the chart. 

FISHING GROUNDS OF SLIGO BAY. 

Fishing Grounds of Inside of the ledge of Sligo Bay, in nine fathoms water, S. W. of the Bird Rock is the 
Sligo Bay. Raughly Cod Bank. Turbot, whiting, 8cc. are also found here in harvest. 

The Raughly men fish also often in Brown’s Bay, about the small isles, running their 
yawls across the isthmus, according to the weather. 

Off Ballysadere Bar in five to ten fathoms is the south turbot banks. A little lower off 
Dirk, in eight fathoms, is the Ruary Bradogh’s Bank, producing whiting, cod and glassen. 
Lower down off Dunnoran, on the south side of the bay, is the whiting bank. 

Farther to the eastward near Easley river, about three miles off shore, is the Kellenduff 
cod bank, in about thirty-five fathoms, clean ground ; it runs along shore to Kamsharrock 
Head, To the northward off Telan is the Church Bank, in nearly the same water. The 
mark for it is the Minister’s house, called the Church of Telan, on the east point of Gian 
Mountain. This is a productive cod bank, but as this fish abounds near the steep shores of 
Telan and the Mayo side, the fishermen seldom resort to the offing. 

With large vessels the white fishery is pursued on Bank Ouil, between the stags of Broad- 
haven and Arranmore. This as well as Telan is a valuable ground for ling, for which the 
best bait is sea eels found in Mukres behind Telan, and caught by hooks of softened wire. 

This fishery in the offing is, however, not much pursued of late. A Mr. Gerardean, of 
Rutland, formerly fished this bank with good success, by long lines, bringing people from 
Youghal and Waterford for that purpose accustomed to the Newfoundland fishery. 

The turbot banks being near the land are seldom visited by the cod, but frequently by 
scate and dogfish, which destroy and drive off the flat fish. 

The turbot comes on these grounds in August, and seems to follow the sand-eel, which 
are there found in great abundance in the strands and loose sand of the bars. 

Mackarel are found in great quantities at Telen, in the months of June and July; they 
come first in shoals, and do not take any bait, but are caught by seines of one hundred to 
two hundred fathoms. In August they separate and betake themselves to the shores, 
when they are caught by spillers and hand-lines, with sand-eel bait, &c. 

Pollock are also pretty regular in all years, and are caught in July, August and Septem- 
ber, if weather admits. 

Sole and plaice are principally got by spiller lines about Mullaghmore, Ballysadore and 
Killala ; drafting nets are also used about the mouths of rivers where not protected. 

The sailing boats mostly go to the white fishery, about Telen and Killenduff, in June. 
It would be better pursued in April and May ; but in this early part of the season there is 
a scarcity of small fish bait. Whelks are not known. Muscles are found in some of the 
inlets, as Milkhaven, Sligo and Ballysadore. 

In May small sprats are got, sand-eels in June and to August ; at which time is the 
best turbot fishery, as above mentioned. 

The white fishery continues to the summer herrings, and throughout that season to the 
winter fishery. 

The herring fishery in Sligo Bay begins in August, at Martinmas, first appearing on the 
south shore about Pouldivy ; it is thought, therefore, they breed in the bed outside the 
ledge, among the sea-weed. Further out, about Telen and Trakel, they are found at all 
times of the year, and heavier fish than come up the bays. 

They fall into the shoal water after N. W. gales. 

This early fishery continues until October, and the fish are then full of roe. It is pro- 
bable that the time of spawning is not uniform. In September they are often so sick as 
not to mesh, but merely to lie on the nets, on which also the spawn is often found in 
handfuls. 

In October this fishery ceases, on account of the equinoctial gales, there being no har- 
bours on that coast fit to shelter sailing boats. 

At Hollandtide (ist November) the winter fishery commences about Raughly, and is 
then followed up the harbours ; there are as yet no craft on the coast fit to pursue the 
deep-sea fishery, but the yawls are very numerous, several hundreds kept between Con- 
naught and Donegal : this fishery continues to Christmas. 

In spring the herrings fall down again towards Telen, where they are found until March. 

The same fish and seasons are found about Killala Bay, the fish being apparently driven 
according to the wind. 

In heavy gales they fall to the bottom, and nestle in the tangle. 

In spring the shore fishermen betake themselves to the cultivation of the land ; sea 
manure is busily collected about May, much of it carried by boat up the inlets to Sligo, 
Ballysadore and the Moy, where it is sold and carried thence up the country. It fetches, 
wet, about 4s. or 5 s. per ton. This trade continues until the latter end of May. 

Kelp is made in summer from Polnadivy to the Moy. Beyond Downpatrick, until we 
come to Erris ; there is little, the coast being chiefly a barren cliff. Northward a good deal 
is made about Rathnoran, Innishmurry, and Derrinish; also about Bundoran, St.John’s 
Point, and along the Donegal shore. 

The sailing boats in this bay are mostly from Teilen, about six to twelve tons, with 
a bumkin bowsprit and smack-rig. Some wherry-rigged boats are also found in Donegal. 

About 
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About Sligo they have a running bowsprit and smack-rig, and similar about Killala; 
but none of these boats exceed three to four tons, as for want of harbours they must 
always be hauled on the shore. 



Report on the 

Fishery Stations. 



RAUGHLEY PIER AND HARBOUR. 

In a former report I have explained the peculiar advantages to be expected from the Raughley Pier and 
formation of a boat harbour at Raughley Point; and, as the work is now completed, Harbour. 

I shall here give a brief detail of its construction. 

This work, like the other fishery piers lately constructed on the west coast, was begun 
by the funds of the Commissioners of Fisheries, aided to an equal extent by the contribu- 
tion from the charitable associations in England and Ireland in 1822; but as the estimated 
expense, viz. 1,160/. was considerably greater than what had been assumed in the 
other cases as the limits to such grants, viz. 500 /. it could not be completed from that 
fund. 

In 1823 I was authorized by the government to finish the work by means of the funds 
placed at the disposal of his excellency the lord lieutenant, for the employment of the poor, 
in addition to the sum granted by the Board of Fisheries. I have had the pier executed 
in an economical and substantial way, to the full extent proposed in my original report and 
estimate for this place, with the addition of a dock excavated in the land of nearly an acre 
of extent, and having a depth at high water sufficient for the largest class of boats, while 
the pier will admit any trading vessel that goes to Sligo quay. 

In the month of August 1822, I received instructions from the Board of Fisheries, 
to commence the construction of this harbour without delay, in order to afford employment 
to the poor of the vicinity, and that they had granted 800 /. for the purpose, being only 
two-thirds of the estimate. I accordingly, when in Sligo, waited on Mr. Jones, the lessee 
of Raughley, marked out the situation for the harbour, and obtained his consent to give up 
so much of the bog meadow or salt marsh as would be required for the harbour, without 
any charge ; Mr. Jones, however, stipulated that the damages should be paid to him for so 
much land as would form the road along the shore from the village of Raughley to the 
intended harbour. 

As this was all arable land, and partly a lawn, I could not deem the demand unreasonable, 
but rather proposed (as engineer for the western district) to pay Mr. Jones the sum of 100/. 
the proceeds to be forthwith expended by him in building a fence wall along the intended 
road. This offer appeared to him to be too little, and I did not feel myself authorized to 
go further without having the authority of the government. 

Mr. Jones’ conduct throughout the whole progress of this work has been so very liberal, 
that I think him fully entitled to receive the remuneration above mentioned for the loss 
of his land ; but as yet, I have not obtained the necessary authority for proceeding with 
the road. In the meantime no interruption has been given by Mr. Jones to the labourers 
crossing his ground. 

The work pending this negotiation having been suspended for some time, I again 
received pressing orders from the Board of Fisheries to commence operations at this pier, 
and, accordingly, as the simplest proceeding, and the best calculated to give extensive 
employment, I sent down an overseer to begin the excavation of the dock and quarrying 
stone, having provided implements for the purpose in Sligo. 

The various public works carried on near the town at that time occupied all the masons 
and stone cutters of any skill ; I had therefore to send across the kingdom for persons 
accustomed to harbour work, to whom I could intrust the management of the several piers, 
of which no less than forty were ordered to be carried on at one time along the western 
coast. 

These persons were of necessity, of very various character and qualifications, so that 
it is not surprising if a considerable expenditure was incurred over and above the usual 
rate of such works. 

The works generally of that neighbourhood were conducted by one of my assistants, 
in whose probity I had the utmost reliance ; and the weekly payments at Raughley were 
made at first by Mr. Alexander Cochrane of Sligo, who had been recommended to me by 
the commissioners of Sligo harbour, to oversee the various proceedings connected with the 
improvement of the port. Mr. Cochrane’s claims for remuneration so far exceeded 
the rates at which other operations of the same kind were managed, that I am still unable 
to come to a satisfactory agreement with him on the subject. 

Early in November this work was stopped, after 4,000 to 5,000 yards of the dock had 
been excavated. 

In March it became necessary to employ a few men to prevent the sea from breaking over 
the dam into the excavation. And in June I obtained permission from his Excellency to 
add a sum in aid of the grant of the Board of Fisheries, for the completion of this harbour ; 
and on receiving the orders of the Board for recommencing in June, this harbour was pro- 
secuted as one of the public works of the western district. 

At this time, besides the progress aforesaid of the excavation within the drained lake or 
marsh, aquantity of stone had been raised at a quarry on the west side of the point, a narrow 
road made from thence to the proposed pier, and some of the stone drawn there. 

Finding, from the progress made in 1822, that it would be necessary to have a person of 
experience in such work, to complete the excavation in an economical manner, I made 
an agreement with Thomas Rourke, a canal excavator, of respectable character, to take 
out the remainder at 5 d. per cubic yard (what was previously done by day labour 
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Report on the had cost 7 d. per yard), and subsequently also for quarrying the stone by the measured 
Fishery Stations, perch. 

v ’ On receiving the Board’s orders to proceed, I sent Mr. Alexander Macgill to commence 

the building of the pier, and with his assistance, contracts were entered into with sundry 
masons to build the quay wall and pavement, &c. by the perch ; with Mr. Jones for drawing 
the stone from the quarry, and for keeping the road in repair for that purpose. The other 
matters, such as loading and unloading carts, filling the pier, digging foundations, clearing 
the beach, &c. have been done by day labour under the management of William England, 
a respectable mason from Dunmore harbour, who had also conducted the pier at Clonakilty. 

The payments were made and accounts transmitted to my office by Mr. J. Macleod, 
paymaster for that part of the western district, and he has performed the duty without any 
separate remuneration. 

Although by these measures I considered the work to have been conducted in the most 
economical, though at the same time in a very substantial manner, yet the total expenditure 
has considerably exceeded the original estimate (24th May 1822), which may be thus 
accounted for, the following additional works having been executed : — 

First, — Instead of confining the excavation to the depth of six feet along the inner boat 
quay, as originally proposed, from an idea that the bottom would be hard, I have found it 
practicable to deepen the whole to the level of low water, having only found rock in one 
place at the S. W. Corner where the scouring sluice is placed. 

Secondly, — This has increased the height and expense of the inner boat quay, which, 
instead of averaging six feet high as proposed, is now about twelve to fourteen feet high ; 
a part of this quay also having subsided from the softness of the foundation, had to be taken 
down and rebuilt at an additional expense. 

Thirdly, — The same circumstance has increased the expense of the outer quays, which 
instead of running across the beach at a sloping direction, are now all founded at the level 
of the low water. 

Fourthly,— The excavation was extended to the northward, and to secure the other sides 
of the dock thus formed from being worn down by the tide, it has been thought adviseable 
to line the whole of it round with a pavement, (though I should have preferred a sloping 
beach of gravel), and to quay regularly along the north side of the entrance from the groin 
into the dock. 

Fifthly,- — -At the upper end of the dock a double wall of masonry, with puddle between, 
cuts off a small reservoir for back-water, which is provided with a stout wooden sluice, 
raised by a rack and pinion. 

This reservoir is yet rather small; but Mr. Jones, the lessee of Raughley, has expressed 
his willingness to give up more of the bog for its extension, if necessary. It has not been 
lined. 

The excavation from the dock has formed an embankment around the original salt 
marsh, which is now by the sluice above mentioned kept in an effectual state of 
drainage. 

Some saving has been effected by restricting the kant of the head of the pier to forty 
feet instead of sixty feet long, the former being found quite sufficient ; but this was more 
than compensated by the filling the whole quay with quarried stone, instead of the rolled 
stone of the beach, and by the additional expense of carriage from the distant quarry. 

And there has also been some loss from the delays of materials and other matter, caus- 
ing the detention of the workmen. 

The work now consists of a very neat stone pier, extending from the top of the beach 
to low water, nearly 200 feet, with a kant or return at the head of forty feet, all substan- 
tially built in hammered lime-stone, paved on the sea-side, and end with a cordon course 
and parapet of sound masonry. 

And an inner harbour, or dock, excavated within the land of an English acre in extent, 
lined with stone, and with a small groin pier on the side of the entrance, opposite the 
main pier, of seventy-five feet in length; and there is also a small reservoir, provided with 
a stone dam and sluice, to retain back-water for scouring the harbour. 

The quay wall is in hammered limestone, of good scantling, fourteen feet high, and 
forty feet long along the head or kant; thence 300 feet long along the pier and dock, with 
two stairs, the exterior one accessible by small boats at low water neap tides : this quay 
proceeds 200 feet further in a more sloping form to the dam of the reservoir, making the 
whole. extent of quay 540 feet. 

The opposite side of the entrance is also quayed for seventy-five feet along the groin, 
and 160 feet more along the entrance. 

The dock is of a triangular form, 142 feet on either side, lined with a sloping stone 
pavement, and with a slip for hauling up boats on the land at the northern vertiele 
angle. 

The beach on the north side of the groin has also been cleared and levelled for the pur- 
pose of hauling up boats. 

The whole of the piers and quays are substantially and neatly executed, and provided 
with stone mooring posts. 

The Whole expenditure at Raughley has been 1,606 (. 8 s. 

LISSADIL, OR DRUMCLIFF BAY. 

Lissadil, or Drum- Within the point of Raughley the bay of Lissadil first occurs : it is nearly blocked with 
cliff Bay. sand, and though the extensive back-water preserves in the upper part near Lissadil a 

deep 
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deep channel, in which vessels may ride at low water ; below that it divides into two, each 
of them barred across, and nearly dry at low water at the mouth. From this cause the 
inlet of Lissadil can be of little value in the sea fishery, though frequently visited by the 
herrings in winter. 

At Ballygilgan and Johnsport a few yawls are kept; above that are salt works on the 
north shore. There is a productive oyster bed in the channel of Lissadil, the usual sand 
fish ; and a good salmon fishery at Drumcliff. 

SLIGO. 

I have formerly stated that Sligo was the principal market for this neighbourhood. For Sligo, 
the accommodation of the fish trade the commissioners for the improvement of the town 
have constructed a new quay and dock in the upper part of the tide-way near the 
bridge. 

The funds were derived from the grants and donations for the employment of the poor 
in 1822 ; and it is neatly executed ; but owing to some misunderstanding with the proprietor 
of the mill, the tail-water from that concern has not been permitted to be carried through 
the dock as at first intended, and which would certainly have added to its salubrity and 
cleanliness. 

The broad strand of Sligo affords an extensive supply of muscles, cockles, and other 
shell-fish. 

Outside of Coney Island, between this and Ballysadore Bay, is the turbot bank ; it appears 
to be nearly the prolongation of the blowing sand, which occupies that shore, and is, pro- 
bably, frequented by these fish for the sand-eels and other prey which are found there in 
abundance in summer, as afore described. 

BALLYSADORE BAY. 

This inlet is about six miles long, and a mile or more in breadth, being more than half Ballysadore Bay. 
covered at the mouth by the sand hills from the north side, and the remainder a sand bar, 
exposed to the whole run of the Atlantic, is ill adapted to the purpose of the fishery; within 
the bar it forms an extensive and safe harbour, six miles deep, but mostly dry at low water, 
and little used for navigation. 

The channel up to the falls near the village is intricate, and wants perches. Mr. Cooper, 
the proprietor of Ballysadore, is taking measures to form a salmon fishery on this river, and 
will probably do something to benefit the navigation. 

TYRERAGH BARONY. 

This district is of a triangular form between the sea, the Ox Mountains, and the River Tyreragh Barony. 
Moy ; about eighteen miles base by ten perpendicular. The lower part of it is limestone 
country, on which for about two miles broad there is a belt of arable land along the shore 
and the Moy River. Behind this an extensive tract, chiefly bog and moor, gradually rising 
to the Ox Mountains. These hills are composed of gneiss, or granite rock ; seldom above 
500 feet elevation, and range from Ballysadore to Foxford, at the first of which places the 
Arrow, and at the second the Moy Rivers cross through from the interior. 

To the westward the primitive rock of this range is traceable towards the mountains of 
Erris, and to the eastward, by Sleish and Benbo to Manor Hamilton, where it is lost ; but 
probably communicates subterraneously with the granite of Donegal. 

South of the Ox Mountains is a valley which may be said to run from Manor Hamilton 
to Castlebar, or Clew Bay, the extreme parts of which are chiefly a rich limestone country ; 
but the centre sand, or sandstone rocks, with extensive bogs and little cultivation, rising to 
the sandstone hills, which range from the Curlews to Sleeve Carne in Mayo. 

The land communication through Tyreragh has been by one principal road running 
within half a mile of the coast, lately another has been formed from Ballina to Dromore, 
cutting off a portion of the vertex of the triangle, and then proceeding nearly parallel to the 
first, to the east end of the barony ; but the great tract of moorland above mentioned is 
hitherto unopened, and there is properly only one road across the Ox Mountains, viz. from 
Ballina towards Boyle, and through the hollow by Lough Talt. This is too hilly for heavy 
carriages. 

An important branch from this pass to the sea has been lately effected by Govern- 
ment. 

The shores of Tyreragh being level and fertile, are well peopled, several good fishing 
grounds lie near it, especially the bank of Killenduff or Easky before mentioned, but as there 
are no harbours fit for receiving a sailing-boat this source of industry cannot be prosecuted 
to any extent. A great many yawls are, however, kept along the shore ; in fine weather in 
summer they go off to the bank for haddock, cod and whiting. 

During the herring season they collect to the seat of the fishery, and are at times during 
the spring employed in cutting and carrying weed to the rivers Ballysadore and Moy, or in 
the kelp trade, which is pursued to a considerable extent along the west of Tyreragh. 

Many of these boats appear to have been built for the purposes of smuggling ; this part 
of the coast, until the institution of the waterguard, having been extensively concerned in 
that illicit trade. 
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The coast of Tyreragh is all a limestone rock, the debris of which has been washed by 
the Western Ocean within the bar, and forms a spit that runs along the south shore of 
Ballysadore Harbour, of about half a mile in length ; behind it is the fine natural creek of 
Portavad, the principal boat harbour within Ballysadore, and here are kept most of the 
yawls and several sailing boats. 

The whole number in Ballysadore is about fifty. 

It would be possible to make a cut across the root of this beach or spit so as to give it 
a more immediate access to the bar at the bight near Stafort, which bight could be covered 
by a pier; but on the whole, as the harbour would still lie within the breaker, in such weather 
as makes it dangerous, I do not consider this an improvement worthy of the expense. 
Should it ever be resolved on, abundance of materials for the pier may be obtained on the 
spot. 

The most necessary improvement at Ballysadore Bay is to have perches on the two 
cargin shoals, near the mouth of the channel. 

Beyond this the shore is a flag of limestone as above mentioned, of 100 to 200 feet broad 
from the low cliff' to the abrupt edge at low-water mark ; the deep water being near. In 
this flag there are some coves, but too small to afford any kind of shelter or even to 

! )ermit landing, but in quiet weather with off-shore winds, at which time some fine hewn 
imestone blocks are shipped in small craft for the use of the neighbourhood. Of these 
Dirk and Tubberpatrick quarry coves have rings fixed in the rocks for fastening boats. 
One of the most remarkable coves has an ancient rath or entrenchment of great strength 
over it, but there is nothing to make it eligible as a boat harbour even of the smallest 
description. 

Off this in eight fathoms is the Rowry Braddagh Bank, affording good whiting, cod, and 
glassen. 

DUNMORAN. 

Dunmoran. Beyond Tubberpatrick the limestone ceases, and is succeeded by a flat sandy shore 

backed with sand hills half a mile. Here falls in a small stream, running from the Ox 
Mountains by the Church of Screen, it is barred at the mouth, and some boats are kept 
there although it forms no harbour ; but on the N. W. a reef of sandstone rock, named 
Carrickfadda, runs off for near half a mile, giving shelter in N. W. winds to a roadstead 
within, where small vessels may ride pretty safely in three fathoms or more, out of the tide. 

This would be a favourable situation for a pier from the rock in a S. E. direction, 
previously filling up the space between it and the main over the level of high water; but as 
the expense would materially exceed the funds of the Board of Fisheries, I have not entered 
into the necessary details for an estimate, but I have made a plan of what appears the most 
advisable and economical way of obtaining th s object. 

AUGHRIS. 

Aughris. Beyqnd Carrickfadda, and east of the point of Aughris, the sandy beach continues 

across a bight called Aughris or Pullaghurry Harbour, about half a mile square, alluded 
to in my first report on the coast ; the western side runs out in a limestone cliff forty or 
fifty feet high ; here, in all southerly winds, is a good roadstead in five fathoms, frequented 
much during the herring fishery ; but with N. W. winds the ground-swell is such as to 
prevent any vessel from holding on, and the upper part of the bight being a shallow strand, 
the construction of a harbour is a matter of some difficulty ; I therefore refrained in my 
former report from proposing any improvement at Aughris, nevertheless, as it is the most 
favourable place on the south side of Sligo Bay for a thing of the kind, which is much 
wanted on some part of the shore of Tyreragh, i have again considered what might be the 
most advisable mode of proceeding to obtain this object. 

Immediately on the outside of the little gap or ravine of the rock, where some yawls are 
now hauled up, J would propose to run a rough breakwater or roadstead for 200 feet 
at least. 

The materials for this breakwater to be obtained along the cliff within it, by quarrying 
the same down, so as to form a passage for vessels, defended from the sea by a rough 
embankment, until we arrive at the bog meadow, at the head of the bay, in which meadow 
a dock may be excavated to any extent that may be thought necessary ; and the streams 
that now fall in near that place being led into this dock, will preserve the channel from 
thence to the breakwater from being obstructed with sand. 

This harbour will cost on the whole about 10,000/., but its benefit to this part of the 
country would, in my opinion, amply justify such an expense; and the breakwater pier 
aforesaid, if ever carried forward into deeper water, would afford shelter at all times 
to vessels forced in upon this dangerous coast. 

If this work be thought too expensive, a tide harbour, sufficient for the coasting trade, 
may be made in this manner : — from the beach between the two streams east of the road, 
run a pier across to low water, with a kant directed to the middle of the cliff of Aughris ; 
let the quay-wall be founded at a considerable depth under the strand, the stream from the 
west side led within it, and a small breakwater built from the point within Pulaghurry cove ; 
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the backwater “might be still farther increased by a cut or main drain through the marsh 
of Dunmoran, to lead in the stream which falls in beyond Carrigfadda. 

Estimate for this Harbour : 

600 feet quay-wall, averaging 15 feet high, 5 feet thick, at 8 d. per perch £.600 
Filling behind ditto, averaging 10 yards X 3, 6,000 yards, at is. per yard 300 
Paving back, 800 square yards, at 5 s. - - - - - - 200 

200 feet wall in the kant, filled and paved, 5 yards high, at 3 1. per foot, complete 600 
Breakwater, as at Port Ballintrae, 150 feet, rough work only - - 600 



„ . . 2 > 3 °° 

Contingencies - - - 460 

£.2,760 



At the head of the point of Aughris are two narrow caves, the shore of which is a 
precipitous cliff, capped with the remains of a triple entrenchment called Toole’s Castle; 
but although it appears in former times to have attracted this degree of attention, it is too 
much exposed to the ground-swell of the ocean to admit of being converted into any kind 
of harbour. 

POULNADIFFY. 

The limestone cliff, continuing nearly two miles, returns back to the general direction 
of the shore of Tyreragh, and is succeeded for one mile by a shallow strand named Trabaan, 
in which there is no place of shelter. Beyond this the limestone cliff and a low shore again 
form the coast. 

In this skare we find one remarkable bight or opening, named Poulnadiffy, which, being 
covered in some degree by the flat rock Lackbin, affords a tolerable quiet landing-place 
for yawls in off-shore winds ; but without great expense it would be impracticable to com- 
plete the shelter by means of piers. A chain and mooring buoy to haul off shore would 
be the most useful improvement. 

Rounding a low projecting point of Skerry Rock, we enter a bight called Donagh- 
antraa, or Slate Quarry Harbour, from the thin beds of limestone which are quarried here 
for roofing. 

A small stream falls in here, with rocky banks, the mouth of which seems not ill calcu- 
lated for the purposes of a harbour, were the stony beach in front of it cut through, and 
the passage protected by groins. A considerable straggling village, named Ballykilcash, 
lies along this stream, as far as the bridge upon the coast road. 

Ballyminney, a yawl creek west of this, admits of no improvement. 

The coast now rises in the hill of Rathlee, and continues with a bold precipitous cliff 
for nearly three miles ; one stream falls in, but makes no creek ; but beyond this cliff to 
Killala Bay, the coast is all low, with projecting edges of limestone, and intervening coves 
that would appear to afford some situations for a boat harbour : the first is 

KILLENDOOF. 

This place has been pointed out to the Board in a memorial from Colonel Irwin, but as the 
limestone ledge forms a bar across the mouth of it, it becomes quite impracticable in bad 
weather from the north, and the bay within the beach being above the level of the sea, does 
not admit the excavation of a dock as he expected ; nevertheless a 'pier along the ledge 
would certainly be a useful work in this neighbourhood, it might be executed for about 
700 1. to 800 1. 

Several other coves of this kind occur along the remaining shore of Tyreragh, and as there 
is no want of limestone rock for building materials, it seems very practicable at some of 
them to form a harbour for sailing craft. 

They are however all liable to the same objection, viz. that the exterior edge of the lime- 
stone shore in which they are situated being precipitous below water, whenever the wind 
sets in from the Atlantic, or when there is bad weather at sea, the ground-swell brought up 
against this cliff makes a complete breaker along the whole coast, across which no kind of 
vessel dare pass. The shallow cove east of Easky River has too little water for any kind of 
harbour. 

EASKY. 

One however, might be formed in front of the old castle of Easky, by an extensive break- 
water on the low point of Ceach, west of that river, so as to cover the bay and the river 
might then be applied to preserve the entrance to an inner harbour ; but this must be con- 
sidered as too expensive an undertaking for the present circumstances of the country. 

This castle seems at one time to have been provided with a landing-place, or natural quay, 
on the ledge of rock below it, which, if the breakwater aforesaid were built, might be again 
restored and extended ; without this it would be too much exposed to the action of the 
ground-swell. 

CASTLETOWN OR TRAMEEN. 

Half a mile west of Easky, Mr. Fenton of Castletown has attempted a breakwater on 
one of the ledges of limestone rock, covering a cove of the description aforesaid; and on 
the whole it appears the most favourable situation on the north shore of Tyreragh. 
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I reported briefly on this place in 1823, but since then it has been carefully surveyed, 
though the weather at the time did not admit of having soundings taken on the bar, which 
is said to have nine feet at low water. 

Mr. Fenton began a breakwater along the western ledge, 430 feet in length, which would 
require to be more effectually secured and raised, but so far will answer well enough for 
filling ; beyond this it would be requisite to continue the same kind of structure to the end 
of the ledge, about 600 feet, which might be averaged at about 4 1. per running yard ; and as 
it would be quite unnecessary to quay all this length of breakwater, I would propose to have 
it firmly paved on each side in a sloping form, and provided near low water with a jetty 
pier of, say 100 feet in length, where craft might lay to load and discharge. 

The original breakwater, which may be valued at about 200 l. would require nearly an 
equal sum to complete it; and say for the jetty 300 l. would be in all 700 1 . ; for which sum a 
substantial and highly useful work might be obtained. 

Specification and Estimate for Easky or Castletown Pier. 

The portion of A B is to be built with dry ashlers found on the spot, packed on edge, 
in all respects similar to the work done at Pullagheny ; from B to C the inside wall is to be 
brought up with a batter of two inches to a foot, and the coping firmly packed on edge. 



Estimate : 

£. s. d. 

430 feet long of rough facing, old pier at 2. s. 6 d. - - - 53 15 - 

Paving back of ditto - 5 s. - 107 10 - 

840 yards additional filling, at ditto -is. - - - - 42 - - 

3,000 yards filling in the new Kant ------ 150 - - 

600 yards rough masonry in front wall 3 s. - - - - 180 - - 

840 yards super of paving in ditto. - 2 s. 6 d. - - - - 105 - - 

317 yards of parapet - - - 4s. - - - - 63 8 - 

Posts 8 - - 

20 per cent, contingencies ------- - 141 18 - 



Exclusive of materials already laid - - - 851 11 - 



One or two other yawl coves occur between this and Kenasharrock Point ; none of them 
are so favourable as Castletown, but the neighbourhood of the valuable cod bank makes 
the inhabitants of this shore keep some yawls in most of these coves ; the mouth of Tennet 
River is the deepest and best of them. 

The limestone skerry of this shore affords abundance of kelp, which is mostly shipped at 
Pullagheny. 

Kinnisharogh Point runs with a long ledge towards the N.W. when round it we are in 

KILLALA BAY. 

This bay is nearly a square of five miles each way ; the east side is a low limestone shore, 
the west more varied and elevated, with cliffs of sandstone alternately with limestone, and 
has various inlets on that side of the bay ; there are also several extensive rocky shoals ; the 
bottom is a broad shallow strand, cut off by a range of sand hills from an interior lagoon, 
mostly dry at low water, between Killala and the Moy River. 

There are two openings across this range of sand hills, viz. the bars of Killala and of the 
Moy. The former has four feet at ordinary ebb, and on the whole is considered the safest, 
being protected in the worst winds by the land to the westward, and the rock of Carrig 
Patricke, &c. The bar of the Moy after great floods has deeper water, but being more 
liable to shift is not to be depended on; and in droughts of summer is often fordable. 

It is only a few years since the bar of the Moy was attempted by vessels of any burthen. 
Sloops now usually ascend to within a mile of Ballina, and measures are in progress to 
bring them up to the town, by cutting a passage across the limestone ledges that obstruct 
the channel of the Moy. 

This work has been carried on by the funds for the employment of the poor, and 
promises to be of much benefit by bringing the export market so far into the interior. 

Heretofore vessels for Ballina entered the Killala Bar, and passed by the channel behind 
Berha Island to the pool of Moyne, near the abbey of that name, whence lighters conveyed 
the cargoes up to the town of Ballina ; since the direct navigation was opened that town has 
rapidly increased in trade and population, and is now the best on this coast. 

Killala is also a town of some consequence, and exports a good deal of corn from the 
Barony of Tyrawley. During the herring season it is much frequented by the fishing- 
boats, and the herrings frequently set within the bar. 

A material improvement was effected on the harbour of Killala by the construction of a 
dam to increase the back-water, and a direct cut through the strand below, which has 
increased the depth of water at the pier. 

There are no other towns in this neighbourhood ; and these were also of late confined 
almost entirely to the supply of the barony of Tyrawley in Mayo, and the adjoining part of 
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Tyreragh in Sligo ; the roads to the interior, across the line of the Ox Mountains, being so 
excessively hilly and inconvenient as to be nearly impassable for carriages of any 
burthen. 

This defect is now in a fair way of removal, as a new and level line of road is nearly 
completed from Killala to Ballina, Foxford and Swineford, by which the interior country 
may convey its produce to these seaports ; and the road is on a scale to admit a mail-coach 
to communicate towards the Royal Canal and Dublin. 

Another line of road has been opened along the north shore of Mayo, as far as 
Balderig and the bounds of Erris, which it is intended to connect with Broadhaven. 

A line of carriage road has also been executed on the east of the Moy, from the coast 
road atlnniscroan on the east side of the bay to the foot of the pass of Lough Fait. This 
line is of great importance to the fisheries, as giving access to the country near these 
mountains and the interior from the fishing places of Pullagheny and Enniscroan. 

A branch from the same road is also in progress towards Foxford through the district of 
Coolcarney, which is also opened by another line to Ballina. The roads from the town 
of Ballina to the quays below it have also been levelled, and similar improvements made 
at Killala. 

These works have been made at the expense of Government, from the funds for 
the employment of the poor; their importance in giving access to the seaports of Killala 
Bay is evident. 

In addition to these, the grand jury of Mayo had, some years ago, opened a road from 
Castlebar to Ballina, across the narrow part of Lough Con ; had begun another from 
Ballina towards Swineford, on the east of the Moy ; and had also, by means of a loan 
from the Consolidated Fund, made considerable progress in opening a carriage road 
from Castlebar through the upper part of Tyrawley into the extremity of Erris. This road is 
now nearly completed by means of the Government funds, and is of great consequence to 
the towns of Tyrawley ; which, from their vicinity, are the natural market of Erris, and are 
equally accessible by this road. Towns, however, are now rising in Erris itself, as will be 
seen when we come to the description of the coast of that district. 

The whole Bay of Killala has been carefully and minutely surveyed and sounded, and 
proper sailing marks adopted for the bars and shoals ; this chart is now ready for the 
engraver. 

The merchants of Ballina having employed me professionally to examine the river Moy, 
and suggest the means of improving the navigation, I am enabled to lay down the result 
on the chart of the Bay of Killala, constructed for the use of the fisheries, though the 
survey of the river within the bar was made without any expense to the Commissioners. 
This chart, from the active spirit of improvement afloat in this place, promises to be 
of great importance to navigation ; and I trust the Board will lose no time in having it 
made public. 

The fish, and seasons for fishing, are the same in Killala as already described in 
Sligo Bay. 

Most of the bay is a good turbot bank, especially between the bars ; also off Trakel 
about August, following the sand-eels, which abound in those strands. Rockfish are found 
at Carrickpadrig and the shoals near'Rathfran ; cod and ling abound under Kilcummin 
and the deep cliffs to the westward. 

PULLAGHENY. 

On rounding Kenniscarrough Point into Killala Bay, we find two coves backed by a 
high beach of limestone shingle, and separated from each other by a small islet of limestone 
rock, about 300 fathoms from the shore. This islet is bluff towards the sea, which end 
is rarely covered ; and declining towards the land, is connected with the main at low water 
by a spit of beach, covered five or six feet at high water. 

The cove on the north side of this spit is exposed, shallow and rocky ; but on the south 
side there is deep water, making a kind of anchorage tolerably sheltered, except at high 
water, where vessels come in summer to load kelp. 

The entrance to this anchorage has four fathoms at low water, and within these are two 
fathoms, so that, if properly covered, this would be a deep harbour, fit for any craft, and 
being outside the bars of Killala, or the Moy, would form a place of shelter to the trade of 
these places in all weather. There is, however, a violent breaker in the entrance to 
Pulocheny in N. W. winds. 

A great number of fishing yawls are kept in the place, but must all be hauled up on the 
beach. 

Within the beach is a marsh of several acres, over which spring tides frequently flow, 
and the stream passing through, it has five or six feet water, but barred to high water by 
the beach at its mouth. 

The harbour itself is about 200 fathoms square, about half of it dry at low water, the 
south side a skerry of limestone flag. 

The Board, in 1822, appropriated 300/. to be laid out in improving this place, which 
was, however, very far from what would be required to make it complete. I employed 
Mr. Ham, of Ballina, who had built the Black-rock beacon of Sligo, to superintend this 
work, confining the operation at first to raising the spit, or beach, which connects the 
rock with the land. 

The persons employed here were not accustomed to works of this kind, and ere I could 
visit their operations, they had built a face-wall in the usual way, backed with stuff from 
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the spit itself, and the heavy gales of the latter end of the season had demolished the 
upper courses, and washed part of the filling over the wall, so as to cover it. The spit, 
j however, had been raised a little, and gave better access to the isle ; but I found it necessary 
to suspend this work for the winter, and until I could send one or two workmen of more 
experience. 

In 1823 I accordingly began a breakwater across the inside of the rock, made of the 
blocks on the spot, packed on edge, which was prosecuted vigorously, as far as the funds 
would permit, and has withstood the heavy gales of the winter and last summer with little 
comparative damage. Something further was also done on the spit as I had obtained the 
authority of Government to make a road from Lochtalt to Pullagheny, comprehending 
some aid to this work. Some little expense was also incurred last season in securing the 
ends of the breakwater, which having, from the deficiency of funds, been left imperfect, 
had begun to be loosened by the action of the sea. 

The breakwater is now 400 feet long, forty-five feet wide, and as high as ordinary tides ; 
high spring tides in westerly gales still come over it, but the shelter within is greatly 
improved, and were it continued a little further, especially at the angle, a vessel might lie 
behind it with confidence in any weather. The additional works for completing this 
harbour might cost about 1,600 l. 

INNISCROAN. 

Inside of Pullagheny the shore continues a flat limestone rock to the extensive 
strand at the bottom of the bay. Here' there is a fishing village named Inniscroan, with a 
good many yawls, much employed in the herring season, as there is a kind of landing- 
place where the boats may be hauled up without much danger from the breaker. 

I examined this place, in consequence of a memorial from the fishermen, and found that 
it would be quite impracticable to found any pier, at a reasonable expense, on the naked 
limestone flag ; but that by means of some excavation, the landing-place could be materially 
improved. 

This work was afterwards effected out of the funds for the employment of the poor, at the 
moderate expense of about 30/.; and the fishermen have since expressed great thankfulness, 
considering it to have been the means of preserving many lives. 

Inniscroan is the best fishing place on this coast. 

THE MOY. 

Within the bar of the Moy there are a good many small boats employed during the 
herring fishery, and there are saltworks near Colonel Wingfield’s on the Sligo side, and also 
at Belleck near Ballina, and at Killala. 

There is nothing however within the Moy particularly to interest the Commissioners of 
Fisheries in the way of improvement. 

I proceed therefore to the county of Mayo. 

KILLALA. 

This town is situated on the edge of a broad strand, within the inner bay or lagoon, and 
is not very accessible by shipping of great draught ; there is, however, an excellent pool in 
the channel of Moyne where vessels may lay afloat near the town, and a quay has been 
built about half way between it and the town, at a place covered from the sea along the 
strand at high water, by a small green island. 

The pier or quay has been principally built by a small fund raised by the merchants, of 
icl. for each sack of oats exported, and admits vessels of eight or ten feet draught. 

A presentment was obtained spring assizes 1822, in Mayo, for making a better road to 
this quay, with a face-wall on the sea side, which in some degree answered as a boat 
quay, and the foundation had been laid of an extension of the pier. 

When the Board allowed 150 1 . to the pier of this place, it did not appear that it could 
be better applied than to the completion of the works above mentioned, which has since 
been accordingly done in the most economical way the smallness of the grant required ; 
by day labour first, under the overseer for the county work ; and, secondly, by contract 
with Mr. Rutledge. But, in addition to this, a material improvement has been effected 
by means of the charitable funds of 1822. 

As it was necessary to provide a field for the labour of the numerous poor of this place, 
I directed the following experiment to be made, with a view to increase the depth of water 
at the present quays, which, having a strand between them and the pool of half a mile in 
breadth, are evidently incapable of obtaining such an additional depth by any moderate 
extension. I had therefore an embankment wall run across the strand, from the green 
island over to the point of the salt work, thereby enclosing about fifty acres at high water. 
This bank rises only two and a half feet over the strand, and consists of a dry wall of stone, 
three feet thick on each side, with three feet of puddle between. It is covered five feet at 
high water ; but as it causes the whole of the early flood and latter ebb of the fifty acres to 
pass along the quay, the consequence has been, that it has lowered the channel there about 
a foot, and though not very skilfully made, has stood well. 
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As the channel from the pier took a winding course through the strand, (which, although 
only two feet higher, caused vessels often to ground in making or leaving the pier), 
I directed a straight channel to be cut for about 150 yards, which was to have also had 
a bank of gravel, by way of wear, on the west side ; and in order to have the flood to run 
fairly along the quay, I directed a bank to be made in continuation of the pier, to overshoot 
the green island, and of same height as the first-mentioned embankment. These directions 
have been rather imperfectly understood, and were incomplete when the necessity for 
employment ceased, but have on the whole been of material benefit. 

The stuff for filling the road to the quay was to have been taken from the front of its 
sea wall, so as to make a boat channel all the way up to the town, which would be very 
useful to the fishermen. This also is yet imperfect. The expenditure on these works was 
350/. chiefly managed by the Rev. Archdeacon Verschoyle. 
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RATHFRAN. 

Beyond Killala we have a peninsula called Ross, between the inlets of Killala and Rathfran. 
Rathfran. It is curiously intersected by the sea at high water, and the creeks behind it 
offer a good subject for embankment, as the soil of them is valuable. There is no harbour 
or fishery town on it, the inlet of Rathfran on that side being an extensive sand ; but the 
back-water being extensive, there is a good channel kept open across this sand along the 
western shore, which, though narrow, is rather safer and less broken on the bar than Killala. 

A good many yawls belong to Rathfran, which has no quay or pier, though an excellent 
situation for one is to be found at the old salt works on the west side. The rock here is 
sandstone, which continues on a steep cliff, about half way to Kilcummin Head, where the 
limestone returns. 

CLOGHER. 

Near Kilcummin Head the cliff is precipitous, and appears to have been undermined by Clogher. 
the sea ; the is washed in along the shore, and forms a bank of beach round a low 

alluvial flat at the village of Clogher. The inner angle is a landing-place for yawls, which 
are hauled over the beach, and are rather of a larger construction than most others in the bay. 

It is remarkable as the place where the French expedition landed under Humbert, in 1798. 

The village is extensively engaged in the fishery, and supplies most of the neighbourhood 
with white fish, which they find near the shore. A small harbour would therefore be of 
great use ; the neighbouring country is fertile, and a good deal of produce is exported to 
Killala. I would propose to run out a small pier from the S.E. point, in the direction of 
Ross, to make a cut across the beach within it, and to excavate a dock in the alluvial flat, 
which is composed of sand and bog stuff. The work might cost about 1,000 1 . being pretty 
similar to Raughly, and being, like Pullagheny, situated without the bars, and much better 
sheltered against the dangerous winds, would be of great utility even to large vessels. 

This is the extremity of the district of the Inspector General of Fisheries for the north 
coast. 

TRAKELL. 

Rounding Kilcummin Head we find the sand has blown to a great extent over the Trakell. 
western slope, and forms a line of downs, and a broad strand across the inlet between it and 
Rathlaken point ; behind the sands is an extensive but shallow lagoon, dry at low water. The 
channel being in the middle of the strand, is too precarious to be of much use in navigation, 
or to admit of improvement, although the grounds in the neighbourhood are fertile. This 
bay is called Trakell, or the White Strand, and affords good supplies of flat fish ; several 
yawls are kept on the western shore below Castle Lacken, but they must be hauled up a 
steep cliff into a paddock near Mr. Burke’s house; nor does there seem any method of 
forming a harbour at any reasonable expense. 

We are now in a district called the Laggan, a country of limestone, alternating with 
sandstone, of considerable fertility, and a great population. 

The roads terminate at Castle Lacken, which is also the last post office on this side, and 
from hence round to Dunfiny Bay, the coast is a precipitous cliff of horizontal beds of 
limestone, black plate and sandstone. 



DUNFINY BAY. 

On. the eastern point of this little bay is the remarkable insulated rock called Down- Dunfiny Bay. 
patrick Head. The perpendicular cliff affords five distinct sections of the horizontal strata 
aforesaid, having a remarkable resemblance to the general appearance of the coal measures, 
though I am not aware of any of that mineral having been discovered. 

The western side of Dunfiny is lower, with fine quarries of sandstone fit for building 
along shore. The bottom of the bay is a broad strand, on which the swell beats heavily in 
northerly winds. No natural shelter exists here for boats, though a good many yawls 
of the Norway make are kept, and the valley is fertile and exceedingly populous. 

The Board proposed in 1822 to layout 300/. for a boat pier in this bay. The most 
favourable situation appeared to be at Bunatragher, on the S. W . angle, near the mouth 
of the western stream; but though an excellent description of building-stone for such up jrjg, 
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a purpose exists on the spot, I could not take it upon me to commence this work, as it 
could not be made useful without a considerable increase of funds. 

The plan of the work, and estimate are as follow : — 



THE PIER. 

320 purches dry masonry in quay-wall and end, at 8 s. 

1,800 yards filling beach stones, at 1 s. 

640 yards paving on back and end, with flagstone on edge, at 5 s. 
200 feet of parapet wall over rough cordon, at 7 s. 6 d. - 
600 yards paving on pier - - 

Stairs and moorings -------- 



£. s ■ d. 
128 - - 



Contingencies, 20 per cent. 



503 - - 
- 100 12 - 

£. 603 12 - 



For about three times this sum a work of much greater importance might be made by 
a pier from the edge of the limestone rock, fifty yards more to seaward, as this pier would 
have three or four feet at low water. 

A country road exists to the bay of Dunfiny from Pahnerstown Bridge on the river of 
Rathfran; another, from the village of Ballychashel, runs up the valley of Ballanglan, 
towards Killala and Crossmolina; but the country to the westward, as far as Broadhaven, 
had not even a footpath before the year 1822 ; since that a good carriage line of road has 
been made by Government, ten miles westward to the bounds of Erris, and to the village of 
Balderrig, and is intended to be continued to Broadhaven. 

From Dunfiny Bay the coast to the westward is a precipitous cliff, without any landing- 
place even for a boat, for several miles ; the country behind it is for the most part an uncul- 
tivated bog, the property of John Knox, esq. of Castlerea ; it is, however, capable of easy 
reclaim, having in general a subsoil of great fertility. 

Some of the ravines exhibit sections of black mould, forty to sixty feet deep, mixed with 
limestone gravel. The same kind of soil continues over all the great moor forming the 
western part of Tyrawly, until we arive at the foot of the primitive mountains which divide 
it from Erris and Burrishoola. If once opened by roads, and provided with any kind of 
harbours, this country would soon rival the most fertile parts of Mayo. 

BALDERIG. 

Balderig. To the westward the coast rises in lofty cliffs of quartz rock. There are two or three coves 

in which yawls are kept ; but being open to the north, and so near the deep, the ground- 
swell breaks heavily within them. 

Flat fish are found in those coves, and they have the advantage of the neighbourhood 
of the cod ground of Bank Bwee, if craft fit for the offing could be kept in them. 

At Balderig there appears a tolerable opportunity of having a small harbour, by running 
a short pier on the west side to cover a cut which might be made through the beach into 
the stream behind, which is pretty level and deep for near half a mile up the valley, and 
would therefore be a tolerable harbour if the entrance could be kept open. 

PORT TURL 1 N. 

Port Turlin. The cove of Port Turlin has also a few yawls ; but lies too open to admit of any improve- 

ment, unless by cutting a canal or passage through the beach. Six or seven boats only are 
kept at Port Turlin. 

PORTrA-CLOY. 

Port-a-Cloy. This cove is deep, and affords good shelter in most winds in summer, and even from the 

north it is somewhat protected by the lofty rocks called the Staggs of Broadhaven, which 
are about a mile off shore : there is a depth of twenty-four fathoms at its mouth, and four 
fathoms close in shore. 

There are about a score of row-boats in this creek, and the peninsula between it and 
Broadhaven is thickly inhabited ; though the south side, near the village of Dunkeeghan, 
is mostly blowing sand, and the uplands moor. 

FISHING GROUNDS ON THE NORTH COAST. 

Fishing Grounds N.E. of the Staggs about six miles, in fifty fathoms water, is the Yellow Bank, or Bank 

on the North Bwee, before mentioned : it extends from Glynck Hill, in Erris, about one fourth of the 

Coast. way across to Arran. It abounds with cod and skate, or maiden ray. 

The whole north shore of Mayo is excellent fishing ground in harvest} but it cannot be 
pursued in sailing boats, as there are no ports to save them. 

Off Erris Head, when you open Glenlard E.N. E. about five miles, is an excellent ling 
bank, in thirty-five to thirty-six fathoms. Small cod also abound in the entrance of 
Broadhaven. 

BROADHAVEN. 
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BROADHAVEN. Report ™ the 

i-ishery Stations. 

The lofty coast continues to Benwee Head, and in the detached isle of Kid Island, C 

between which and Erris Head we find a bay of six miles in breadth at the mouth, by four Broadhaven. 
or five deep, being the entrance into Broadhaven. The coast on either side is a lofty 
precipice, but lowers as we pass up the bay, which has two principal arms. 

That on the east side, named Sauffodacon, receives two considerable rivers; but is nearly 
filled with sand, and barred across the mouth. 

A little on the outside of the bar is a point of land called Rinrua, near the village of 
Dunkeeghan, where an opportunity occurs for a small pier. It might be made similar to 
Tarmon, and would cost about 500 1 - to 600 1 . 

The sand outside the bar, as usual, affords plenty of flat fish. 

Thirty or forty row-boats are kept about Dunkeeghan. 

On the west side of the bay there is a small opening in the cliff, frequently mistaken for 
Broadhaven. The inlet, though land-locked, is dry at low water, and forms no harbour ; it 
however possesses a few yawls. 

Between these two is the proper entrance of the haven, less than half a mile in width, 
and four fathoms water ; and within it the inlet continues in a curve form for near seven 
miles to the isthmus of Bellmullet. 

There are two creeks which dry at low water, as does the upper part of the haven for several 
miles ; but the lower part is an excellent harbour, affording good shelter in three fathoms on 
soft sand, between the points of Rentagel and Inver. On either or both of these it would 
be desirable to have a small landing-pier. 

Of these two places Inver appears to be the most useful, as there is to be a branch road 
from that point along the side of the lake of Carromore to join the central Erris road near 
the outlet of that lake, which will afford a ready communication to Castlebar and the 
interior. 

The strands are also passable at low water from hence to Bellmullet, and serve as a 
road. 

There is no other trade in Broadhaven but fishing, and that only pursued in row-boats 
for immediate consumption. Heretofore there were some sailing-boats which carried fish to 
Sligo, at present there are none. 

The country would Appear, from the description by Sir William Monson in his Naval Tracts, 
to have made very little progress in two hundred years. A better prospect is now opening 
from the measures taken by Government to open up this country by roads, in explaining 
which it will be necessary to give a brief description of Erris. 

ERRIS. 

The western part of Mayo, between Achil Island and the north coast is named the Half Erris. 

Barony of Erris, though in extent larger than the entire county of Dublin. It is for the 
most part a low plain of bog, on a bottom of mioa slate, backed by an amphitheatre of 
lofty quartz mountains, which from Glynsk, on the north coast, pass southward as far as 
the isthmus of Corawn ; Achil dividing this district from Tyrawley and Burrishoole. The 
mountain range then turns westward through Corawn Peninsula and the island of Achil. 

In the latter they are chiefly quartz, in the former conglomerate sandstone. 

The two inlets of Broadhaven and Black Sod penetrate deeply into the plains of Erris, 
approaching from the north and south within 400 yards of each other at high water. 

The isthmus is called Bellmullet. The peninsular district beyond, about nine miles in length, 
is low, and where not overblown with sand exihibits considerable cultivation. The popu- 
lation is about 8,000, while the main of Erris contains 10,000. 

Through the range of hills above mentioned the river Owenmore makes its way by a 
narrow valley from the upper plain of Tyrawley to the sea at the lower end of Black Sod 
Haven ; its mouth is called Tullaghaan Bay, and is a haven for small vessels ; but dries three 
fourths over from the east side at low water. Along the valley of this river is the only 
carriage road yet made into Erris. 

One branch proceeds to it from Castlebar, another from Crossmolina : the former, lately 
begun by the grand jury, has been completed by the funds for the employment of the poor : 
is a level line, and in general skilfully laid out ; the other has all the defects of the ordinary 
country roads. 

Through the valley above mentioned the original line has been improved, and after passing 
the mountains a new line goes off to the isthmus of Bellmullet, thence along the west side 
of Black Sod Haven to Elly Harbour. Other branches are also in progress from the same 
point to the west side of Broadhaven, and to the isthmus of Corawn Achil. 

By the former of these branches a communication is opened to the north coast and Killala, 
and the latter unites with a new line, also in progress, from Newport to the extremity of 
Achil. 

The change produced by the roads into Erris is already very perceptible. Previous to 
1798 no way existed of entering that country but on foot or by sea; at least when a horse- 
man attempted the journey it was necessary to have the assistance of six or eight guides on 
foot to cast the horse at every swamp, fasten his legs, and haul him over by ropes ; an 
operation which is to me sufficiently familiar, being often resorted to from necessity in the 
course of our expeditions. 

The journey could seldom be accomplished from Ballina in less than three days ; and if the 
rivers happened to be in flood, the delay might be much greater. The expense, as might 
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GENERAL REMARKS ON THE WEST COAST. 

If the north coast of Connaught be scantily supplied with harbours, the same character 
by no means applies to the remainder of that province. 

From Broadhaven to the county of Clare is one continued succession of havens, the finest 
indeed in Ireland, not excepting those in the county of Cork. Many of them are fit for 
vessels of war of the largest class, and they are now much frequented by the revenue cruizers. 

The charts and nautical descriptions of these valuable harbours are still in an imperfect 
state ; and the most beneficial purpose which this survey could be directed to, was the pub- 
lication, by the Board of Fisheries, of proper charts of these fine harbours, as well for the 
purposes of fisheries as navigation generally. 

The country in which these harbours are situated is poor, chiefly granite and primitive 
rock, with an immense proportion of bog. Between Broadhaven and Galway Bay there is 
little trade of any kind, not a single decked vessel is owned between Killala and Newport, 
or between Westport and Galway ; nay, even very few half-decked : there are, however, an 
immense number of open boats, as well for sailing as rowing, especially in the Cunnemara 
division. They are chiefly employed in the turf trade, excepting during the herring 
fishery. 

The sea off this coast abounds in fish, being by far the most productive on the Irish coast; 
and it is regularly visited by decked wherries from Skerries, Rush, &,c. from the east coast, 
and by hookers fromKinsale and from the south. 

These vessels being able to stand the heavy sea of the Atlantic, can run to the fishing 
banks in the offing, and of course succeed better than the country boats. 

The Skerry men use long lines, also spillers in summer, and hand-lines in the winter 
fishery. One of the crew is left at some station on the shore to attend to drying the fish, 
and the wherry comes in with the fish caught at least once a month during the season, or 
until the cargo be made up, when they make off for Dublin. 

The Kinsale hookers use spiller lines of about 300 fathoms only, being unfit for running 
the long line, but succeed nearly as well as the Skerries men. They also bring mackerel 
nets, which they employ at night near the Bells Rocks with good success about Martinmas. 

There are no other mackerel nets used about Clew Bay. 

The superiority of the wherries and hookers over the country boats is equally conspicu- 
ous along all the west coast of Ireland and Scotland, and as far as the Isles of Shetland ; 
and as these craft are equal not only to stand the sea in the fishery, but also to be em- 
ployed on the coasting trade, and to make considerable voyages, they seem to be deserving 
of encouragement in this maritime nation. 

Exclusive of want of capital there may be one cause for the adoption of small boats on 
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be readily conceived, in money, whiskey, and civil entreaty, much more than it is now to 
go with carriage and post-horses in one day from Castlebar to the extreme part of the 
^Mullet. 

Since the commencement of 1824 carriages have appeared within the Mullet; it is not 
uncommon to proceed there from Castlebar in one day, about fifty English miles. 

Dennis Bingham, esq. a landed proprietor, resident within the Mullet, has built a con- 
siderable village on the north side of Saleen Bay, within the Mullet ; and here a small 
harbour has been begun by the Commissioners of the Fisheries. A corn store is also built 
at the harbour. 

Since March last Mr. Carter, another proprietor, having come into possession of the 
farm of Bellmullet, has begun another village on the isthmus, which, being accessible by 
water on either side, seems likely to become a place of consequence. Already a good 
store has been built there by a Mr. Ivers, and filled with oats and barley ; two cargoes have 
been shipped this season, several small shops have been opened, and most of the building- 
lots are taken. 

The most important improvement here would be to cut a channel across the isthmus so 
as to permit boats to pass at high water from one haven to the other, as each of the inlets 
dry to a considerable distance at low water, and Broadhaven in particular is shallow at the 
head : it would be necessary to continue this cut for some way through the strand ; but 
assuming only the depth of eleven feet, which is obtainable very near the shore in the Black 
Sod Bay, I find the cut would have to be about 120 perches in length, and might probably 
be executed for about 5,000/. The bottom, for part of the way, is mica slate rock, which 
is, above high water, only bog and gravel. 

This cut would permit the passage, in most tides, of such vessels as use the Forth and 
Clyde Canal, and would certainly be a great convenience in the time of the fishery ; but 
I presume it is unnecessary in this place to enter much further into the detail of probable 
expense. A plan of the isthmus, and probable direction of the cut, is annexed to this 
Report. 

As the tide in Black Sod rises earlier and somewhat higher than in Broadhaven, there 
would consequently be a current through the cut which might enable it to be kept clean 
without lockage ; and this current, if not too strong so as to create bars, would probably 
improve the present channel through the upper part of Broadhaven. At all events there 
can be little difficulty in cutting that channel straight, and preserving it by jetties or gravel 
lining. 

The sound of Achil, though it ebbs so far as to be fordable at low water, permits vessels 
of the class of coasters to pass at high water, and with the proposed cut at Bellmullet we 
would have a kind of inland navigation from Westport to the bay of Donegal. 
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this coast, viz. that for the larger decked vessels it is necessary to have harbours with Report on the 
quays, to which they can be brought for the purpose of loading or discharging. Thus, Fishery Stations. 

on the coast south of Dublin, where there are no such harbours, the boats, as at Ark- v j 

low, Sec. are mostly open ; whereas at the pier harbours, Rush, Skerries and Balbriggan, 
decked wherries and cutters are chiefly used. 

The open boats are also better adapted to the trade in turf and sea-weed, which is the 
principal occupation for them when not employed in the fishery. 

Within this range of coast there are two great inlets. Clew Bay and Galway Bay, which 
penetrate across the granite country to the interior limestone district, which is more fertile 
and better cultivated. 

Here we have the seaports Westport and Galway, the latter an ancient maritime town, 
the other of more modern date : from each of these places is an export of above 10,000 
tons of corn annually. 

Kelp is also a staple of these towns, chiefly produced on the rocky skerries of the pri- 
mitive districts, to the extent of about 7,000 tons ; mostly sent from Galway, being carried 
thither by the country boats. 

Since the construction of the new fishery piers this article has been begun to be ex- 
ported from the spot where it is manufactured, — a circumstance which has produced an 
increased liberality in the dealings of the Galway merchants ; and it will probably tend 
greatly to improve the quality of the article, which is now so much adulterated as to bring 
the least of any kelp in the kingdom. 

Villages are also rising at some of these places ; so that the inhabitants, acquiring 
a market at their homes, and saved the heavy expense of transport by sea or land they 
have been hitherto subjected to, may be expected soon to make considerable advances in 
every sort of industrious occupation. This has been particularly evinced, during these 
last two years, in the village of Clifden, as shall be detailed when we come to describe 
that place. Much benefit is also to be expected on this coast from the removal of the 
duty on salt, and the consequent vexatious regulations of the fishery laws. H errings are 
often known to set in to some of the bays in vast abundance, yet from the want of 

salt, and the difficulty of transporting it across the country by the old bridle-roads, or 

round the headlands, in wintry weather, from Galway or Westport, as well as the 

enormous monopoly prices to which it is immediately raised, the herrings are left to rot on 

the shore in heaps of many thousands, and the unfortunate fisherman, whose little stock 
has been expended during summer in fitting out his boats and nets, sees himself ruined, 
with abundance apparently in his grasp. 

Salt is now stored in Clifden, and on the isthmus of Bellmullet in Erris, and other places 
are in contemplation. 

The white fishery commences on this coast with the season of Lent; spiller lines are used 
from Ash Wednesday ; bait is procured in the strands, viz. slugs for cod and haddock; 
muscles or whelks are unknown, as also crabs and scollops. A piece of herring or other 
fish is commonly used, especially for turbot, which are found in Clew Bay outside the bars, 

Achil Sound, and on the other sandy bars; also on the great banks of the offing; though 
seldom sought there for sale, such as are got there by the wherries being for the most 
part consumed by the crew, or given away to the gentlemen’s families on shore. 

THE BOFFIN BANK. 

The principal white fish bank is situated between Boffin and Achil, about two and a half The Boffin Bank, 
leagues north of the former, and three from Achil Head. 

You are on it with the Crow Patrick Rock, north of Ennisturk and High Island, west of 
Ennishark, with about forty fathoms water ; the water on either side, and towards the 
north-west end, deepens quickly to sixty fathoms, and a bottom of rock outside. 

This great bank seems formed in the wake of Boffin Island, as there is a general northerly 
current from Sline Head to Erris Head, when three miles from the shore : it is abundantly 
supplied with all kinds of white fish, cod, ling, glassen, mackerel and gurnet, especially 
in spring, as also a few herrings. The haddock and whiting got there are only used as 
bait. 

. Whiting, pollock and other rock-fish are found near the Bells and other rocks; best bait 
for them are fresh-water eels ; the line put lengthways through them, and the hook out at 
the navel. 

On the 2d of May 1823 we found a few boats on the white fishing of Boffin: one sloop 
from Galway, one from Cunnemara, two or three wherries from Kinsale, and two from 
Westport, provided with long lines and nets. 

ENNISKEA BANK. 

North of Boffin Bank, within the Bells, and along the shore of Achil, the ground is prin- Enniskea Bank, 
cipally rocky. North of Achil Head we have a sand-track running up Black Sod Bay, 
affording as usual turbot and flat fish. 

At the Black Rock rough ground ; but beyond that lies the Enniskea ling bank, extending 
from five to eight leagues to the westward of these isles, abundantly stocked with, fish, 
and much frequented by the wherries in summer, with spiller and long lines ; hand-lines 
during winter. 

The mark for it is the minister’s house on Annack Head, in forty or sixty fathoms, red 
sand. 
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This bank is chiefly fished from May to August, and is too rough later in the season for 
the country boats. 

South of Boffin Island the ground in the offing is rough to Sline Head, within which up 
to Galway Bay is clean ground, and an abundant white fishery. 

SUNFISH BANK. 

Sunfi3h Bank. Oif this coast, about thirty miles, or just within sight of the high land of Achil Island, 
is the ground called the Sunfish Bank, we are on it with Sleavemore Achil, about E. S. E, 
per compass ; seventy to ninety fathoms. 

This bank is remarkable from the- break of the tide on it, with ebb and flood, and is 
supposed to be a ridge of land extending from the B’askets to Erris Head, in about 
seventy fathoms. Half a mile further off we have fifteen fathoms more water, and the 
increase of depth is also considerable within it; the water outside deepens quickly to 
100 fathoms and upwards; and the probability is, that this bank is near the edge of 
soundings. 

This place is frequented in spring by the sunfish or basking shark, the best season being 
the last week in April or first in May : they come hither from the north, and are seen from 
Tory Island to beyond the Blaskets ; in fine weather they come to the surface in the 
morning and evening, when they are pursued and struck with harpoons for the sake of 
their oil, of which one fish will yield to the extent of seven to ten barrels of liver, worth 
about 40/. sterling. 

The fish are in considerable numbers together, and easily got at in a fine day ; but the 
weather at this season is very uncertain, and the swell so great, that frequently there are 
hardly any fish caught: in 1822, for example, there were only two killed. 

Should a fine day or two occur during the season there may, however, be thirty to forty 
killed, but in such a case the fish make off speedily to the south, as the fishermen say, 
whenever they smell the blood. 

Should any stragglers remain they get so lean as to be hardly worth killing. 

The spear used for striking the fish in this business, is an iron rod of half inch bolt, 
about four and a half feet long, having a moveable barb at one end and a socket at the 
other, which receives a wooden handle about six feet long; between the socket and barb 
slides a thimble or ring, to which is spliced the end of a coil of two inch line, and which 
Trasses through two grummets or loops tied to the wooden handle. When prepared for 
striking the barb is turned into the line of the shank, and kept so by a turn of yarn round 
the tail, which, when the fish is struck, slips off, permitting the barb to turn at right angles, 
and thus keep the spear in hold ; the handle being then pulled, slips out of the socket and 
slides along the line when the fish runs it out. 

The animal lies quietly on the surface, and allows the boat to come along side, nor does 
it make off until pierced to the quick; the wooden handle serves as a buoy when all the line 
is let out : many fish however are struck without effect and the spears lost. 

Indeed the whole business appears to be an unprofitable one, the outfit of so many boats 
as engage in this fishery cannot be estimated at much less than 2,000/. in a season, and 
besides the loss of time of so many people at an important period of the year, the fish 
caught, even in a favourable year, has never, I believe, been above 1,200/. or 1,500/. 
and latterly not a tenth of that sum, and this chiefly got by the few decked vessels that can 
stand out waiting for good weather. 



SKETCH OF TFIE SPEAR. 




Spear from socket to point, 4 £ feet long; shank of 1 £ .inch iron; outer part on a pivot, 
so that when in .the fish, it opens as at A; part B rounded so as not to cut the fish when it 
pulls. The wood in handle comes out when the fish goes down, and slides on the rope, 
€ bicket, which keeps the spear straight until the fish is struck. 
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